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SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARERS

MODERN MYRRHBEARERS

WHEN WE THINK about Christian ministry, it is the liturgical ministry of priests or deacons,
readers or chanters that most readily comes to mind. But in the Church’s tradition, ministry has
a much broader meaning. The ministry of Christians includes many forms of service, all in
Imitation of “the Son of Man [who] did not come to be served, but to serve” (Mt 20:28).

In one sense, every baptized Christian is called to ministry because we all share in the
priesthood of Christ through the mystery of chrismation. “You also, as living stones, are being
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ... you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light” (1 Pt 2:5, 9).

The purpose of our ministry as sharers in Christ’s priesthood is to “proclaim the praises of
Him” who brought us to eternal life through baptism: to glorify God in word and deed. The
means by which we exercise this ministry is by offering up “spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.” In fact, everything can be done in a godly manner, offered as a
spiritual sacrifice to proclaim the glory of God.

The Apostolate of the Laity

In the past century it has become customary to call the ministry of those believers who are not
clergy “the apostolate of the laity.” It was particularly extolled at the Second Vatican Council in



its Decree On the Apostolic Activity of God'’s People, affirming that “The apostolate of the laity
derives from their Christian vocation and the Church can never be without it” (AA 1).

The goal of Christian ministry, according to the Fathers of this Council, is that “the whole world
might enter into a relationship with Christ” (AA 2). Everything in the Church is oriented to this
goal in one way or another and everyone in the Church is called to work for this goal. As the
Council Fathers went on to say, “No part of the structure of a living body is merely passive but
has a share in the functions as well as life of the body: so, too, in the body of Christ, which is
the Church.”

It is for this reason that the Council Fathers make this, perhaps their most daring assertion: “The
member who fails to make his proper contribution to the development of the Church must be
said to be useful neither to the Church nor to himself”. A baptized Christian who does not
contribute to building up the Body of Christ is, the Fathers insist, a useless Christian!

Scriptural Patrons of the Lay Apostolate

The Biblical figures commemorated on this Sunday point to a principal way of exercising: using
one’s resources to build up the Kingdom of God. Two of them made sizeable contributions in
accordance with their stations in life. Joseph of Arimathea, described in the Gospel as “a rich
man” (Mt 27:57) and “a prominent member of the Sanhedrin” (Mk 15:43) used his influence
with Pilate to obtain the crucified body of the Lord Jesus and donated his own tomb that the
Lord might be buried, as St John Chrysostom said, “not as a criminal, but magnificently, after
the Jewish fashion, as some great and admirable one” (Hom. on Matthew).

Along with “the noble Joseph,” as our troparion calls him, Nicodemus, “a ruler of the Jews”
brought a one-hundred-pound mixture of myrrh and aloes — worth thousands, by some
estimations. Both these men made significant donations to cover the cost of Jesus’ burial.

In the history of the Eastern Churches there have been many people who gave significant
donations to the Church, building churches, schools, hospitals or clinics for the poor. The
countryside in places like Greece or Lebanon is dotted with small chapels build by donors to
honor their patron saints or in thanksgiving for favors received.

In our society, the equivalent is often an endowment given to the Church. The investments
generated by such endowments contribute over the years to the cause specified by the donor. An
endowment by the late Father Allen Maloof has helped make possible the publication of
Sophia, the journal of the Eparchy of Newton, for over forty years.

Others remembered today contributed lesser amounts, but over an ongoing period of time. The
myrrh-bearing women are those who provided for Jesus’ everyday needs out of their own
resources: Mary Magdalene, Joanna and other women whose ordinary contributions helped
sustain Him during His ministry. While Joanna’s husband was the steward of King Herod’s
household, there is no evidence that any of these women were wealthy. They were the
equivalent of today’s middle-class parishioners, many of whom continually underwrite the
expenses of a church or ministry to the needy.



Applications in the Parish

There are ways based on a person’s professional skills which can help build up the Church and
thereby glorify God. But there are also countless believers whose everyday skills in the kitchen
or in the workshop have helped build and maintain churches and other properties in Eastern
Christian parishes throughout the country.

Our life-skills, even more than our talents, can help build up the Church. The witness-value of a
committedly Christian family, for example, is enormous in our society where family values are

neglected, if not disparaged. Couples can assist their pastors in preparing others for marriage or
parenting by witnessing to the importance of the Gospel in their own family life.

In many parishes the Youth Group is a social club. People believe that they will keep their
youth in church by making it fun. A much more effective approach is taken by those who help
younger teens prepare for roles of service in the community. Teaching teens to serve enables
them to see that working to build up the Church and spread the Gospel in society are not
“electives,” but are essential to living our baptismal union with Christ. Present

Applications in the Public Square

Assisting in the activities of the parish or other organized group is certainly one way of building
up the Kingdom of God, but it is not the only one. Nor is it the primary one. As the Vatican
Council Fathers noted, “The laity must take up the renewal of the temporal order as their own
special obligation” (AA, 7). The Christian in the business or professional world must be a
Christian all week long, not just on Sundays. Christian businesspeople are sometimes criticized
for excusing their unchristian behavior in the workplace, saying “it’s just business.” The
Christian in business can be an agent for renewal, transforming their business into a place of
ministry.

Christian business people perhaps minister best by witnessing that increasing profits is not all
that matters to them. The Christian owners of the Chick-Fil-A chain will not open any of their
franchises on Sunday because it is “a day to rest and relax with family and friends.” Similarly, a
number of retailers, and even entire malls, have opted to close on Thanksgiving Day to allow
their employees to enjoy the day with their families. Since so many families travel great
distances on that holiday to be together, workers greatly appreciate their employers’ concern.
Some other businesses have made Thanksgiving the “first day” of Black Friday, demanding that
their employees work on that day without holiday pay, overtime or even the possibility of
breaks. Some of these same companies have also eliminated holiday bonuses.
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Sunday Collections

Attendance Date Collection
36 February 26, 2023 127.00
25 March 5, 2023 1,600.00
22 March 12, 2023 263.00
26 March 19, 2023 10,000.00
26 March 26, 2023 165.00
33 2 April 2023 1,060.00
40 9 April 2023 580.00
28 16 April 2023 10.00

Syrian Earthquake Relief $ 775.00

Divine Liturgy Intentions:
For the Living:

Bishop Francois, Fr. Eugene Mitchell, Fr. James Graham, Fr. John Azar, David
Mangelsdorf, Brian Frank, Maria Barklage, Nookid Graham, Ali de la Vega, Dn. Kent &
Diana Plowman, A Special Parish Intention, Mandie, Stephanie, Nick Baiad, Medical
Personnel and First Responders

For the Dead:

Announcements

We are live-streaming on our Facebook page at the following days & times:
Friday — 6:00 PM Weekday Vespers
Saturday — 6:00PM Great Vespers
Sunday — 9:00AM Orthros & 10:00AM Divine Liturgy

PRAYER OPPORTUNITES AROUND TOWN —Most Holy Trinity parish will be
hosting a Men’s Holy Hour every Friday morning from 6-7am. There will also be a
coffee hour and reflection time afterwards — Men from all parishes are invited to attend
for whatever portion of the time they are available. For the Ladies — St. Joseph’s will be
hosting a Women’s Holy Hour on the first Monday of each month at 7pm.



National Association of Melkite Youth

NAMY Conference 2023
Our Melkite Mission: Becoming Disciples, Making Disciples
Who: Melkite Youth throughout the US, ages 13-18
When: Monday July 10*- Friday July 14*, 2023
Where: St. Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire
Why: Faith, Fellowship, Fun
For more information:

Please contact Fr. Thomas & Pres. Rebekah Moses at namvy(@melkite.org
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Festal Troparion

(Tone 5)
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Festal Troparia
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Kondakion of Pascha
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Hirmos of Pascha
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Prokimenon

Reader: My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior.

All: My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior.

Reader: The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet he has not delivered me
to death.

All: My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior.

Reader: My strength and my courage is the Lord,

All: And he has been my Savior.

Readings for the Week:

Monday: Acts 6:8-7:5; 47-60 John 4:46-54
Tuesday: Acts 8:5-15 John 6:27-33
Wed: Acts 8:18-25 John 6:35-39
Thursday: Acts 8:26-39 John 6:40-45
Friday: Acts 8:40; 9:1-19 John 6:48-55
Saturday: Acts 9:19-31 John 15:17-6:2
Saints of the Week:

April 23: Holy Great Martyr George

April 24: Venerable Mother Elizabeth the Wonderworker & the Holy Martyr Sabas
the Goth

April 25: Holy Apostle Mark the Evangelist

April 26: Holy Hieromartyr Basil, Bishop of Amasia

April 27: Holy Hieromartyr Simeon, cousin of the Lord & Holy Father Stephen,
Bishop of Vladimir

April 28: Holy Disciples Jason and Sosipater, who were among the Seventy & our
Father Cyril, Bishop of Turov

April 29: Holy Martyrs of Cyzica; and Holy Memnon the Wonderworker

April 30: Holy Apostle James, brother of John the Evangelist
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Parish Information:

Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki, JCD
Pastor
abounamike@aol.com

Knights of Columbus

JFK Council

15t Wednesday of the month, 7pm.
Odd-numbered months at St. Ignatios
Even-numbered months here at Most Holy Trinity

4t Degree Assembly
ond Wednesday of the month, 7pm
Odd-numbered months at Most Holy Trinity

Even-numbered months here at St. Ignatios

Publicans Prayer Group
Postponed until Further Notice

New Parishioners:
Please register with Fr. Michael.

Mystery of Holy Confession

Please contact Fr. Michael to set up a convenient time.

Mystery of Christian Initiation
Expectant parents should notify Fr. Michael prior to the birth of the child. Adult converts should
contact Fr. Michael so arrangements may be made for any necessary instruction and sacraments.

Mystery of Holy Crowning
Those planning to marry should notify the Fr. Michael
at least six months prior to the desired Wedding date.

Mystery of Holy Anointing

Please notify Fr. Michael when you or a family member is in need of anointing.

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the
Eparchy of Newton, please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at

1-800-479-5910.
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Flliott Sons Funeral Iomes

Observing Catholic Funeral Rituals and

Traditions for Over One Hundred Years

4255 Columbia Rd. 2524 Lumpkin Rd.
Martinez, GA 30907 Augusta, GA 30906

(706) 868-9637 (706) 793-0123

Se Habla Espariol

Ilo:pltnl

www.HillHighAnimal.com 4120 Wheeler Rd.

Mark Tribby, DYM David Tribby, DYM

MARIAN MEDICAL, LLC l,
VA disability exams Nexus letters and DBQs | .

Thomas J. Seiter, Jr., M.D.
Major, U.S. Army (Retired)

4775 Washington Rd Office (762) 994 - 3529
Evans, GA 30809 Fax (706) 364 - 8283

info@marian-medical.com

A8k, 2T

@outzque

-.Ronda Doucette GiggleBeanBoutique.com

‘(706) 832-7752 FB Gigglebean by Ronda Group

Advertise With Us
Will be in Printed &
Emailed Bulletin
$15.00 Month

Business Card Size
Contact Ronda 706-869-2288

2 AT
¥ ST. IGNATIUS
CHURCH

THOMAS POTEET & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Family Owned and Operated”

214 Davis Rd.
Augusta, Georgia 30907

706.364.8484

www.thomaspoteet.com

George B. Hall, DMD

706-738-0775
"Only brush the teeth
you want to keep"

4

St. Mary on the Hill Catholic School

(706) 733-6193

stmaryssaints.org

1220 Monte Sano Ave.
Augusta, GA 30904



