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Sunday of the Ointment-Bearing Women 
April 23, 2023 



SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARERS 
 

  
 

MODERN MYRRHBEARERS 
 

WHEN WE THINK about Christian ministry, it is the liturgical ministry of priests or deacons, 

readers or chanters that most readily comes to mind. But in the Church’s tradition, ministry has 

a much broader meaning. The ministry of Christians includes many forms of service, all in 

imitation of “the Son of Man [who] did not come to be served, but to serve” (Mt 20:28).  
 

In one sense, every baptized Christian is called to ministry because we all share in the 

priesthood of Christ through the mystery of chrismation. “You also, as living stones, are being 

built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ... you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 

special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 

His marvelous light” (1 Pt 2:5, 9). 
 

The purpose of our ministry as sharers in Christ’s priesthood is to “proclaim the praises of 

Him” who brought us to eternal life through baptism: to glorify God in word and deed. The 

means by which we exercise this ministry is by offering up “spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ.” In fact, everything can be done in a godly manner, offered as a 

spiritual sacrifice to proclaim the glory of God. 
 

The Apostolate of the Laity 
 

In the past century it has become customary to call the ministry of those believers who are not 

clergy “the apostolate of the laity.” It was particularly extolled at the Second Vatican Council in 



its Decree On the Apostolic Activity of God’s People, affirming that “The apostolate of the laity 

derives from their Christian vocation and the Church can never be without it” (AA 1). 
 

The goal of Christian ministry, according to the Fathers of this Council, is that “the whole world 

might enter into a relationship with Christ” (AA 2). Everything in the Church is oriented to this 

goal in one way or another and everyone in the Church is called to work for this goal. As the 

Council Fathers went on to say, “No part of the structure of a living body is merely passive but 

has a share in the functions as well as life of the body: so, too, in the body of Christ, which is 

the Church.” 
 

It is for this reason that the Council Fathers make this, perhaps their most daring assertion: “The 

member who fails to make his proper contribution to the development of the Church must be 

said to be useful neither to the Church nor to himself”. A baptized Christian who does not 

contribute to building up the Body of Christ is, the Fathers insist, a useless Christian! 
 

Scriptural Patrons of the Lay Apostolate 
 

The Biblical figures commemorated on this Sunday point to a principal way of exercising: using 

one’s resources to build up the Kingdom of God. Two of them made sizeable contributions in 

accordance with their stations in life. Joseph of Arimathea, described in the Gospel as “a rich 

man” (Mt 27:57) and “a prominent member of the Sanhedrin” (Mk 15:43) used his influence 

with Pilate to obtain the crucified body of the Lord Jesus and donated his own tomb that the 

Lord might be buried, as St John Chrysostom said, “not as a criminal, but magnificently, after 

the Jewish fashion, as some great and admirable one” (Hom. on Matthew). 
 

Along with “the noble Joseph,” as our troparion calls him, Nicodemus, “a ruler of the Jews” 

brought a one-hundred-pound mixture of myrrh and aloes – worth thousands, by some 

estimations. Both these men made significant donations to cover the cost of Jesus’ burial. 
 

In the history of the Eastern Churches there have been many people who gave significant 

donations to the Church, building churches, schools, hospitals or clinics for the poor. The 

countryside in places like Greece or Lebanon is dotted with small chapels build by donors to 

honor their patron saints or in thanksgiving for favors received. 
 

In our society, the equivalent is often an endowment given to the Church. The investments 

generated by such endowments contribute over the years to the cause specified by the donor. An 

endowment by the late Father Allen Maloof has helped make possible the publication of 

Sophia, the journal of the Eparchy of Newton, for over forty years. 
 

Others remembered today contributed lesser amounts, but over an ongoing period of time. The 

myrrh-bearing women are those who provided for Jesus’ everyday needs out of their own 

resources: Mary Magdalene, Joanna and other women whose ordinary contributions helped 

sustain Him during His ministry. While Joanna’s husband was the steward of King Herod’s 

household, there is no evidence that any of these women were wealthy. They were the 

equivalent of today’s middle-class parishioners, many of whom continually underwrite the 

expenses of a church or ministry to the needy. 

 

 



Applications in the Parish 
 

There are ways based on a person’s professional skills which can help build up the Church and 

thereby glorify God. But there are also countless believers whose everyday skills in the kitchen 

or in the workshop have helped build and maintain churches and other properties in Eastern 

Christian parishes throughout the country. 
 

Our life-skills, even more than our talents, can help build up the Church. The witness-value of a 

committedly Christian family, for example, is enormous in our society where family values are 

neglected, if not disparaged. Couples can assist their pastors in preparing others for marriage or 

parenting by witnessing to the importance of the Gospel in their own family life.  
 

In many parishes the Youth Group is a social club. People believe that they will keep their 

youth in church by making it fun. A much more effective approach is taken by those who help 

younger teens prepare for roles of service in the community. Teaching teens to serve enables 

them to see that working to build up the Church and spread the Gospel in society are not 

“electives,” but are essential to living our baptismal union with Christ. Present 
 

Applications in the Public Square 
 

Assisting in the activities of the parish or other organized group is certainly one way of building 

up the Kingdom of God, but it is not the only one. Nor is it the primary one. As the Vatican 

Council Fathers noted, “The laity must take up the renewal of the temporal order as their own 

special obligation” (AA, 7). The Christian in the business or professional world must be a 

Christian all week long, not just on Sundays. Christian businesspeople are sometimes criticized 

for excusing their unchristian behavior in the workplace, saying “it’s just business.” The 

Christian in business can be an agent for renewal, transforming their business into a place of 

ministry. 
 

Christian business people perhaps minister best by witnessing that increasing profits is not all 

that matters to them. The Christian owners of the Chick-Fil-A chain will not open any of their 

franchises on Sunday because it is “a day to rest and relax with family and friends.” Similarly, a 

number of retailers, and even entire malls, have opted to close on Thanksgiving Day to allow 

their employees to enjoy the day with their families. Since so many families travel great 

distances on that holiday to be together, workers greatly appreciate their employers’ concern. 

Some other businesses have made Thanksgiving the “first day” of Black Friday, demanding that 

their employees work on that day without holiday pay, overtime or even the possibility of 

breaks. Some of these same companies have also eliminated holiday bonuses. 
 

  



Sunday Collections 
 

Attendance  Date Collection 
 

     

36  February 26, 2023 127.00  
25  March 5, 2023 1,600.00  
22  March 12, 2023 263.00  
26  March 19, 2023 10,000.00  
26  March 26, 2023 165.00  
33  2 April 2023 1,060.00  
40  9 April 2023 580.00  
28  16 April 2023 10.00  

 

Syrian Earthquake Relief $ 775.00 
 

Divine Liturgy Intentions: 
For the Living: 

 

Bishop Francois, Fr. Eugene Mitchell, Fr. James Graham, Fr. John Azar, David 
Mangelsdorf, Brian Frank, Maria Barklage, Nookid Graham, Ali de la Vega, Dn. Kent & 
Diana Plowman, A Special Parish Intention, Mandie, Stephanie, Nick Baiad, Medical 
Personnel and First Responders 

 

For the Dead: 
 

 

Announcements 
 

We are live-streaming on our Facebook page at the following days & times: 
Friday – 6:00 PM Weekday Vespers 
Saturday – 6:00PM Great Vespers 

Sunday – 9:00AM Orthros & 10:00AM Divine Liturgy 
 

 

 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITES AROUND TOWN –Most Holy Trinity parish will be 
hosting a Men’s Holy Hour every Friday morning from 6-7am.  There will also be a 
coffee hour and reflection time afterwards – Men from all parishes are invited to attend 
for whatever portion of the time they are available.  For the Ladies – St. Joseph’s will be 
hosting a Women’s Holy Hour on the first Monday of each month at 7pm. 
 

 

 

 



National Association of Melkite Youth 

NAMY Conference 2023 

Our Melkite Mission: Becoming Disciples, Making Disciples 

Who: Melkite Youth throughout the US, ages 13-18 

When: Monday July 10th- Friday July 14th, 2023 

Where: St. Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire 

Why: Faith, Fellowship, Fun 

For more information:  

Please contact Fr. Thomas & Pres. Rebekah Moses at namy@melkite.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

mailto:namy@melkite.org


 

Resurrectional Troparion 
(Tone 2) 

 

 
 
 

  

When you des cend- ed- to Death, O Im mor- tal-

a f k k k k k k k k k j k k k k k k k k

Life, You put Ha des- to death by the splen dor- of

a f j k k j k k j f k k k k k k

Your Di vin- i- ty,- and when You raised the dead

a f k f k k k j z k k k k k k ks i

from be low- the earth, all the Hea ven- ly- Po wers-

a f k k k k j k k k ks ks k k

cried out to You: O Gi ver- of Life, Christ our God,

a f k k k k k k j k k k k j k k j

glo ry- to You!

a f k k k k j j j z



Festal Troparion 
 

(Tone  5) 

 

 

 

Christ is ri sen- from the dead and by His death

a f k ks k ks k ks k ks kt k
s k

He has tram pled- u pon- Death, and has gi ven- life to those

a f ks ks k k ks ks k
s ks ks kt

k
t k
s k
t
k
t k

who were in the tombs.

a f ks ks k e k k k k j

Al Ma see- hu- qa ma- min bayn il am wat- wa wa ti- al

a k k k k k k k k k k k j z k k k k k

maw ta- bil mawt, wa wa hab- al ha yat- li la- dhee- na- fil

a k k k j k k k k k j k k k k j

qu boor.-

a k k k k j

Chris tos- a nes- ti- ek ne kron- tha na- to-

a f k k k j k k k k k k k k k j z k k k j

tha na- ton- ba tee- sas,- kai tees

a f k k k k j j k k k k k z ks k k j k k

en dees mni ma- si- zo in- kha ri- sa- me- -

a f k z ks k k j k k k k j k k j k k k k k d k

nos.-

a f k j z



Festal Troparia 
(Tone 2) 

 
 

 
 

  

The no ble- Jo seph- took down from the tree Your


                

spot less- bo dy,- and wrapped it in pure li nen- with


              

spi ces,- and laid it for bu ri- al- in a new tomb.


                 

But on the third day, You a rose,- O Lord, and be-


              

stowed- great mer cy- up on- the world.


          

The An gel- stood by the tomb and cried to


                

the myrrh bear- ing- wo men,- myrrh is pro per-


                

for the dead, but Christ has shown Him self- free from


              

cor rup- tion.- Cry out then, ‘The Lord is ri sen-


                

and be stowed- great mer cy- up on- the world.


            



Kondakion of Pascha 
 

(Tone 2) 

 
 

  

Though You went down in the tomb, O im mor- tal-

a f k k k k k k k k k k k k k

One, You o ver- threw- the po wer- of Ha des- and

a f j z k k k k k k k k k k k k k k j z k

rose vic to- ri- ous,- O Christ God, You

a f k k k k k k k k k k j k

gree ted- the oint ment- bear ing- wo men,- say-

a f k k k k k k k k k j k k k

ing:- Re joice!- You gave peace to Your a pos- tles,- and to

a f k k j k k k k k k k k k j k k

those who had fal len,- re sur- rec- tion.-

a f j k f k j j k k k k k j z k j j



Hirmos of Pascha 
(Tone 1) 

 

 

 

  

The an gel- cried out to the one who is full of grace:

a f k k k k k k k k k k k k k k j

Hail, O im ma- cu- late- vir gin!- Hail! a gain:- for your

a f k e k k k k k k k k k j k k k k j k k

Son is ri sen- from the tomb on the third day.

a f k k k k k k j k k j k k k k k j

Shine, shine, O new Je ru- sa- lem!- For the glo ry- of the

a f k j z j z k k k k k j k k k z k
s k k

Lord has shone up on- You. Re joice- and

a f e k k k k j k k k k k k j z k j k

be glad, O Si on,- and you, O pure one, O Mo ther- of

a f k k k k k j z k k k k k j z k k k k k

God, ex ult- in the re sur- rec- tion- of your Son.

a f j z k k k k k k ks ks k k k k k k k j



 

Prokimenon 
 

Reader:  My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior. 
All:  My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior. 
Reader:  The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet he has not delivered me 

to death. 
All:  My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior. 
Reader:  My strength and my courage is the Lord,  
All:  And he has been my Savior. 
 
 
 
 
Readings for the Week: 

 

Monday: Acts 6:8-7:5; 47-60  John 4:46-54 
Tuesday:  Acts 8:5-15    John 6:27-33 
Wed:  Acts 8:18-25   John 6:35-39 
Thursday:  Acts 8:26-39   John 6:40-45 
Friday:  Acts 8:40; 9:1-19   John 6:48-55 
Saturday: Acts 9:19-31   John 15:17-6:2 
 
 
 
Saints of the Week: 
 
April 23: Holy Great Martyr George 
April 24: Venerable Mother Elizabeth the Wonderworker & the Holy Martyr Sabas 

the Goth 
April 25: Holy Apostle Mark the Evangelist 
April 26: Holy Hieromartyr Basil, Bishop of Amasia 
April 27: Holy Hieromartyr Simeon, cousin of the Lord & Holy Father Stephen, 

Bishop of Vladimir 
April 28: Holy Disciples Jason and Sosipater, who were among the Seventy & our 

Father Cyril, Bishop of Turov 
April 29: Holy Martyrs of Cyzica; and Holy Memnon the Wonderworker 
April 30: Holy Apostle James, brother of John the Evangelist 

 



 
Word Search 

 
S  N  D  A  A  W  W  U  K  G  L  E  G  Z  K  Y  C  X 

Q  S  E  Q  E  S  G  C  I  N  E  N  I  L  N  E  U  G 

L  B  A  H  H  D  C  N  N  C  E  O  B  W  O  P  R  Z 

R  O  D  Z  T  B  A  I  G  Z  B  Y  E  K  A  I  I  J 

V  L  C  L  A  M  C  S  D  J  B  H  D  M  V  L  V  X 

R  D  E  X  M  O  I  Z  O  K  R  H  A  O  N  A  M  W 

R  L  N  M  I  T  V  G  M  O  O  Z  P  O  B  T  O  A 

W  Y  O  C  R  L  F  L  L  U  E  A  I  E  R  E  X  R 

R  D  T  U  A  E  A  L  R  D  W  R  S  T  S  D  L  V 

A  I  S  E  B  O  I  N  H  O  U  S  E  T  I  O  X  I 

P  E  S  T  X  C  J  C  O  T  A  X  P  A  S  Z  J  H 

P  N  N  C  N  U  T  R  N  I  U  A  R  I  K  C  O  R 

E  O  K  U  X  A  U  E  Z  W  N  F  A  A  C  F  W  V 

D  Q  O  Z  R  O  C  R  Y  P  A  T  Z  P  W  E  X  M 

G  C  I  Y  O  L  D  E  R  E  D  N  O  W  H  S  S  G 

V  S  J  P  O  H  D  M  A  G  D  A  L  E  N  E  R  A 

H  T  A  B  B  A  S  Q  Y  K  G  A  L  I  L  E  E  E 

D  G  T  T  J  P  W  M  X  Z  J  S  H  I  Q  Z  P  F 
 

 

Afraid Dead  Rock  

Amazed  Galilee  Sabbath  

Anoint  Hewn  Spices  

Arimathea  Joseph  Stone  

Body  Kingdom  Tomb  

Boldly  Linen  Wondered  

Centurion  Magdalene  Wrapped  

Councillor  Pilate    

   



 

Parish Information: 
 

Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki, JCD 
Pastor 

abounamike@aol.com 
 

Knights of Columbus 

JFK Council 
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm. 

Odd-numbered months at St. Ignatios 

Even-numbered months here at Most Holy Trinity 
 

4th Degree Assembly 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7pm 

Odd-numbered months at Most Holy Trinity 

Even-numbered months here at St. Ignatios 
 

Publicans Prayer Group 
Postponed until Further Notice 

 

New Parishioners: 
Please register with Fr. Michael. 

 

Mystery of Holy Confession 
Please contact Fr. Michael to set up a convenient time. 

 

Mystery of Christian Initiation 
Expectant parents should notify Fr. Michael prior to the birth of the child. Adult converts should 
contact Fr. Michael so arrangements may be made for any necessary instruction and sacraments. 

 

Mystery of Holy Crowning 
Those planning to marry should notify the Fr. Michael  
at least six months prior to the desired Wedding date.  

 

Mystery of Holy Anointing 
Please notify Fr. Michael when you or a family member is in need of anointing. 

 
 

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the 
Eparchy of Newton, please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at  
1-800-479-5910.  

mailto:abounamike@aol.com


 


