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25th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

   
 

The Rich Fool 

(Lk 12:16-22) 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN to be “rich toward God” (Lk 12:21)? Many of us may remember the concept of 

spiritual bouquets promoted by many Roman Catholic religious orders in schools and churches, particularly 

before Vatican II. A person accomplished so many Masses, so many Communions, so many rosaries, etc. which 

were then offered for another person or a special intention. This practice, which urged many people to more 

frequent devotional practices than they would have observed otherwise, was a kind of piety of numbers: the 

more you do, the better.  

Is this what the Lord Jesus meant by being “rich towards God”? Instead of amassing earthly treasures are we 

intended to accumulate spiritual “points” which we can bring with us when we stand before the Judge? Such an 

approach can bring us close to the Pharisee in Christ’s parable who lists his spiritual accomplishments in 

contrast to the repentant Publican. At best it reveals our faith as immature, incapable of digesting spiritual meat 

(see 1 Cor 3:2). 

Our True Wealth Is God 

The actual treasure which is ours as the adopted children of God is nothing less than “to know the love of Christ 

which passes knowledge that you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:19). We are, as St. Paul 

insists, a temple in which God dwells both individually and as Church. Our ability to know God begins with His 

indwelling presence within us.  

We certainly know that God loves us in Christ and may believe that He dwells in us but it often seems to be an 

abstraction: something we know is true but doesn’t touch us in any significant way. “God loves us… 

Michelangelo gave us great art… Bell gave us the telephone…” we may know all these things in the same way. 



But to know God’s love in a way “that passes knowledge” is to do so in a manner that goes beyond intellectual 

knowledge to a knowledge of the heart. 

As St. Paul says here, this knowledge is not an end in itself but enables us to be filled with God’s fullness. Once 

our hearts are opened by a realization of how God loves us, they can experience God’s saving presence. This 

presence transforms us – deifies us – making us sharers of His divine nature, which the Greek Fathers call 

theosis. 

Some people have achieved this “knowledge past understanding” through the direct intervention of God. God 

makes Himself known unexpectedly to people and energizes their lives dramatically. St Gregory of Nyssa, for 

example, testifies that “One night there appeared to Basil an outpouring of light, and, by means of divine 

power, the entire dwelling was illuminated by an immaterial light, having no source in anything material” 

(Funeral Oration for His Brother, Basil the Great).  

Most of us, however, have not had such an experience. How do we begin to arrive at this knowledge? Our 

attentiveness to prayer, the sacraments and the Scriptures are certainly signs that we look to know God. Still, 

our contact with the Bible and the Church’s liturgy is intermittent. Even if we pray every day, these acts of 

openness to God are intermittent. Can ordinary people be in more constant communion with God than that? 

Sitting in the Presence of God 

St. Isaac the Syrian insists that we can and must commune with God continually to be on regular speaking terms 

with Him, as it were. “Sit in the presence of the Lord every moment of your life, as you think of Him and 

recollect Him in your heart. Otherwise, when you only see Him after a period of time, you will lack the freedom 

to converse with Him, out of shame; for great freedom of conversation is born out of constant association with 

Him.” 

What St Isaac calls “sitting in the presence of God” others in both East and West have described as developing 

an awareness of the presence of God. We regularly pray that God is “everywhere present and filling all things” 

(“O heavenly King”) but are more frequently unaware of God’s presence as we go about our daily tasks. As the 

Divine Liturgy expresses it, “Christ is in our midst – He is and ever shall be.” 

Even more compelling is the realization that the Spirit of God is not only with us but also within us through 

baptism, that we are members of the Body of Christ. If God “dwells within us”, then everything we do is in the 

presence of God although we regularly forget it. Developing an awareness of the presence of God, then, 

simply means keeping the memory of God in our thoughts, and living like we really mean it. 

Many people have learned to use an everyday event to trigger their awareness that God is present now. It may 

be an icon at one’s desk or kitchen counter, the ringing of a telephone or the sight of a child. Whenever they 

encounter their “trigger” they say a brief prayer. 

Learning to Focus on God’s Presence 

Setting aside time for silent reflection helps us refocus our attention on the presence of God in our midst. 

Spiritual writers of all ages recommend that we go apart – to our rooms, the outdoors, a church – where we can 

be undisturbed. There we can disengage from the activities of the day, close our eyes and begin to focus on the 

unceasing presence of God in which we stand. A time of silence may be enhanced by a simple breathing 

exercise to help us concentrate on the fact that we are in the holy presence of God.  

St John Climacus, the 7th century abbot of Mount Sinai and author of The Ladder, suggests the next step. 

“Become aware of God, in whose presence you are while you pray,” he writes. “Then take a formula of prayer 



and recite it with perfect attention both to the words you are saying and to the Person to whom you are saying 

them.” In time the Jesus Prayer – Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner – became the 

standard prayer in the Byzantine Churches for resting in the presence of God. 

Sit quietly and repeat the prayer without hurrying for whatever length of time you have set apart for sitting in 

God’s presence. It is good to have a regular period of time for this activity – e.g. 15 minutes, for a start – which 

may be adjusted as circumstances dictate. Counseling 17th century nuns, the Bishop of Geneva, St Francis de 

Sales, suggests a different kind of adjustment than we would normally consider. “Half an hour’s meditation is 

essential except when you are very busy,” he teaches. “Then a full hour is needed.” The more harried we are by 

stress at home or work, the more we need to focus on the presence of God to bring us peace.  

As Brother Lawrence, the 17th century Carmelite monk, whose teachings are recorded in the book The Practice 

of the Presence of God, adds another dimension to our consideration of our true wealth as Christians. We are 

fulfilling our eternal calling as people devoted to the worship of God “I am doing now what I will do for all 

eternity,” he exclaimed. “I am blessing God, praising Him, adoring Him, and loving Him with all my heart.” 

 

 

 

WE HAVE RECEIVED A VERY GENEROUS OFFER – during the season of the Christmas 

Fast (beginning 15 November) an anonymous parishioner has offered to match any 

donations we receive two to one.  This is a wonderful opportunity to make your 

generosity to the parish count even more! 

 

  



Sunday Collections 
 

Attendance  Date Collection 
    

31  24 September 2023 0.00 
27  1 October 2023 60.00 
39  8 October 2023 $1,192.00 
40  15 October 2023 $451.00 
38  22 October 2023  
37  29 October 2023  
37  5 November 2023 $459.00 
39  12 November 2023 $375.00 

 

Divine Liturgy Intentions: 
 

For the Living: 
 

Bishop Francois, Fr. John Azar, Fr. James Graham, Fr. Michael Copenhagen, David 
Mangelsdorf, Brian Frank, Nookid Graham, Ali de la Vega, Dn. Kent & Diana Plowman, 
Mandie, Nick Baiad, Charlie & Kathleen Barnette, Alfonso de la Vega, Michael A 
Skrocki, Medical Personnel and First Responders 

 

For the Dead: 
 

 

Announcements 
 

We are live-streaming on our Facebook page at the following days & times: 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 8:00AM, The Third Hour 

Friday – 6:00 PM Weekday Vespers 
Saturday – 6:00PM Great Vespers 

Sunday – 9:00AM Orthros & 10:00AM Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 

 

JOIN US IN PRAYING the 3rd Hour on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8am.  
This is a short prayer service from our version of the Liturgy of the Hours.  It lasts less 
than 20 minutes or so.  Come join us! 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITES AROUND TOWN –Most Holy Trinity parish will be 
hosting a Men’s Holy Hour every Friday morning from 6-7am.  There will also be a 
coffee hour and reflection time afterwards – Men from all parishes are invited to attend 
for whatever portion of the time they are available.  For the Ladies – St. Joseph’s will be 
hosting a Women’s Holy Hour on the first Monday of each month at 7pm. 
 



Resurrectional Troparion 
 

(Tone 8) 

 
  

You de scen- ded- from on high, O Com pas- sion- ate-
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One; and con sen- ted- to bu ri- al- for three days
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that You might free us from suf fer- ing.-

a
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O Lord, our life and our re sur- rec- tion,- glo ry-
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to You.
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Kondakion of the Entrance into the Temple 
(Nov. 8-25) 

(Tone 2) 

 

  

The most pure Tem ple- of our Ho ly- Sa vior,-
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and the most pre cious- and bright Bri dal- Cham ber,-
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the Vir gin- sa cred- trea su- ry- of the glo ry- of God o-
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pen- ly- ap pears- to day- in the Tem ple- of the Lord,
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bring ing- with her the grace of the Most Ho ly-
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Spi rit.- Where fore- the an gels- of
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God are sing ing:- This is the hea ven- ly- Ta ber- na- -
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cle.-
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Prokimenon  
 

Reader:  O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance! 
All:  O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance! 
Reader:  To You, O Lord, I have called; O my Rock, be not deaf to me! 
All:  O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance! 
Reader:  O Lord, save your people,  
All:  And bless your inheritance! 
 
 
Readings for the Week: 

 

Monday: 2nd Thessalonians 1:1-10   Luke 17:20-25 
Tuesday:  2nd Thessalonians 1:10-2:2  Luke 17: 26-18:8 
Wednesday:  2nd Thessalonians 2:1-12   Luke 18:15-17, 26-30 
Thursday:  2nd Thessalonians 2:13-3:5  Luke 18:31-34 
Friday:  2nd Thessalonians 3:6-18   Luke 19:12-28 
Saturday: Galatians 1:3-10    Luke 10:19-21 
 
 
 
Saints of the Week: 
 
Nov. 19: Holy prophet Obadiah and the martyr Barlaam 
Nov. 20: Preparation for the Feast of the Entrance; our Father Gregory the 

Decapolite and Proclus, Archbishop of Constantinople 
Nov. 21: Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple 
Nov. 22: 2nd Day of the Entrance; the Apostles Philemon, Apphias, Archippus 

& Onesimus; the martyrs Cecilia, Valerian and Tiburtius 
Nov. 23: 3rd Day of the Entrance; our Fathers Gregory, Bishop of Agrigentium 

& Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium 
Nov. 24: 4th Day of the Entrance; the Hieromartyrs Clement, Pope of Rome & 

Peter, Bishop of Alexandria 
Nov. 25: Leave-taking of the Entrance; the Great-martyrs Catherine of 

Alexandria & Mercury 
Nov. 26: Holy Fathers Alypios the Stylite and Nicon 



 
Word Search 

 
M  B  G  X  V  K  Y  F  P  B  V  U  E  T  D 

J  L  B  X  A  M  G  C  E  L  B  A  R  A  P 

I  A  G  E  B  Q  C  J  A  X  R  A  E  H  Q 

E  R  W  S  U  Z  S  E  A  E  A  T  E  D  K 

F  G  Q  A  N  H  B  U  I  L  D  O  F  M  L 

I  E  S  E  D  C  M  E  R  R  Y  A  I  H  O 

L  R  W  G  A  R  E  D  I  S  N  O  C  M  O 

K  P  R  D  N  C  R  O  P  S  J  N  N  N  F 

V  V  Z  L  T  J  C  E  M  U  W  S  J  G  K 

V  K  H  B  A  R  N  S  R  T  H  Y  T  I  M 

G  R  A  I  N  R  O  O  M  O  K  N  I  R  D 

S  H  C  I  R  Q  W  I  N  Y  T  E  B  G  F 

S  O  U  L  L  K  R  M  I  E  V  S  A  H  Y 

X  K  J  Q  G  T  R  E  A  S  U  R  E  R  O 

D  G  K  L  P  M  J  T  H  G  I  N  Y  O  S 
 

 

Abundant  Eat  Parable  

Barns  Fool  Rich  

Build  Grain  Room  

Consider  Hear Soul  

Crops  Larger  Store  

Drink  Life  Treasure  

Ears  Merry    

Ease  Night    

   



 

Parish Information: 
 

Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki, JCD 
Pastor 

abounamike@aol.com 
 

Knights of Columbus 

JFK Council 
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm 

Most Holy Trinity 
 

4th Degree Assembly 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7pm 

St. Ignatios 
 

Publicans Prayer Group 
Postponed until Further Notice 

 

New Parishioners: 
Please register with Fr. Michael. 

 

Mystery of Holy Confession 
Please contact Fr. Michael to set up a convenient time. 

 

Mystery of Christian Initiation 
Expectant parents should notify Fr. Michael prior to the birth of the child. Adult converts should 
contact Fr. Michael so arrangements may be made for any necessary instruction and sacraments. 

 

Mystery of Holy Crowning 
Those planning to marry should notify the Fr. Michael  
at least six months prior to the desired Wedding date.  

 

Mystery of Holy Anointing 
Please notify Fr. Michael when you or a family member is in need of anointing. 

 
 

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the 
Eparchy of Newton, please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at  
1-800-479-5910. 

mailto:abounamike@aol.com

