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The Circumcision of Christ & Feast of St. Basil 
January 1, 2023 



Feast of St. Basil the Great 
 

    
 

JANUARY 1 MARKS A DOUBLE FEAST in the Byzantine Churches. First of all, it 
celebrates the circumcision of Christ, which took place eight days after His birth. It is 
also the commemoration of St Basil the Great who died on this date in AD 379. 

There are several saints given this title, “the Great,” in our tradition such as St 
Athanasius of Alexandria (296-373), and St Leo the Pope of Rome in the fifth century. 
But who decides that a particular individual merits this designation? Was papal or 
imperial authority the deciding factor or was popular acclamation responsible? 

 

Why is Basil Called “Great?” 
 

In the case of St Basil, it was during his lifetime that people were describing him 
this way. His life-long friend, St Gregory the Theologian immortalized the term in the 
eulogy he wrote in Basil’s memory and the entire Christian world adopted it. 

Basil was what would centuries later be called a “Renaissance man,” a person 
excelling in so many areas of thought and action. St Gregory the Theologian described 
him as well advanced in rhetoric, grammar, philosophy, geometry, astronomy, and 
medicine. His writings on a wide range of subjects over his lifetime bear witness to the 
breadth of his knowledge. 

Basil was born into an old and wealthy Christian family in Asia Minor. His 
grandparents were Confessors for the faith, hiding for seven year in the forest of Pontus 
during the Great Persecution of Diocletian. Basil’s father was a prominent rhetorician 
in Caesarea, the administrative center of Cappadocia (Kayseri, in central Turkey, today) 
and it is there that Basil began his education. He was further schooled in 
Constantinople and Athens among the sons of other aristocrats. As St Gregory 
described it, “He studied everything, more than others are accustomed to study a single 



subject. He studied each science in its very totality, as though he would study nothing 
else...He was a ship fully laden with learning, as much as is humanly possible.” 

A year after completing his studies Basil had what we might call a conversion 
experience. As he described it is a letter, “Suddenly I awoke as out of a deep sleep. I 
beheld the wonderful light of the Gospel truth, and I recognized the nothingness of the 
wisdom of the princes of this world” and devoted all his energies to the Christian life. 

After a brief stab at the life of a solitary, Basil established a community on his 
grandmother’s estate along the Iris River, gathering family members and friends in a 
fellowship of prayer and good works. 

After about four years Basil was ordained a deacon (362) and a priest (365) for 
the service of the Church in Caesarea, the second see (protothrone) in the patriarchate 
of Constantinople. In 370 he was elected its bishop, a position he held until his death in 
379. 

We recall some of St Basil’s endeavors in the following troparion sung on his 
feast: “Your voice has sounded all over the earth that accepted your preaching. You 
gave a divine explanation of doctrine and made clear the nature of creatures and set a 
rule of life for men. Holy father, kingly priest, intercede with Christ God to grant us 
great mercy.” 

 

A Rule of Life for Men 
 

During Basil’s years in the community he had established and for years after, he 
compiled and revised a number of principles to order their life together. These 
principles, the Asketikon, came to be known as the Rule of St Basil, and became the 
foundation of communal monasticism in Byzantine Churches. Most Byzantine 
monastic and religious communities to this day claim St Basil as their patron. Soon 
translated into Latin and Syriac, St Basil’s Rule influenced monastic life in these 
Churches as well. 

While his Asketikon set forth a way of life for monastics, St Basil’s Ethics set forth 
the principles of the Gospel as applied to the clergy and catechists working in the 
Church. These eighty “rules of life” became the Church’s guide to leadership for 
centuries. 

 

Making Clear the Nature of Creatures 
 

While St Basil had a background in the physical sciences of his day, he did not 
rely on them to “explain the nature of creatures.” In his work, the Hexameron, he saw 
that the accounts in Genesis provided an insight into the origin of things which the 
theories of the ancient Greeks could not. “The philosophers of Greece have made much 
ado to explain nature, and not one of their systems has remained firm and unshaken, 
each being overturned by its successor. It is vain to refute them; they are sufficient in 
them-selves to destroy one another.” 

St Basil insisted that the Bible does not try to explain the material dimensions of 
creation; those things which are the province of the physical sciences are “passed over 
in silence, as useless.” Rather, he says, Scripture stresses “that which edifies and 



perfects the soul:” the truth that God is the author of all things and that it is He who 
holds all things in being. 

 

Explanation of Doctrine 
 

During his days on the River Iris St Basil had begun editing and commenting on 
theological and Scriptural themes. His most important work was in defending the 
teachings on Christ and the Holy Spirit upheld at the first two ecumenical councils. 

Despite these councils, these issues were not settled in the minds of many. The 
election of a pro-Arian emperor in 364 provided a major boost to those who rejected 
the councils in Cappadocia. St Basil spent his remaining years defending the Nicene 
faith in writings, such as his treatise On the Holy Spirit, sermons (as bishop he 
preached twice daily) and even political maneuvering. He divided his diocese and 
promoted anti-Arians to these new bishoprics so that the conciliar position would be 
strengthened. Basil’s determination went a long way toward eliminating Arianism in 
his province. 

 

Kingly Priest 
 

As bishop, St Basil did much to reform the liturgical life of his Church. He served 
the Liturgy daily and encouraged frequent Communion. His arrangement of the Liturgy 
influenced the imperial capital as well, and did much to give the Byzantine rite its 
particular character. 

The “Divine Liturgy of St Basil” became the normative Eucharistic rite in 
Constantinople until the shorter Liturgy of St John Chrysostom all but replaced it. 
Byzantine Churches still serve this Liturgy ten times each year, including on St Basil’s 
feast. 

 

A Father to the Poor 
 

Perhaps St Basil’s most appreciated accomplishment in Cappadocia was the 
creation of the Basiliad, a complex facing the gates of Caesarea which included a 
hospital, a hospice for travelers and a shelter for the homeless, regarded at the time as 
a wonder of the world. It enjoyed the patronage of the emperor and inspired similar 
complexes throughout the East. 

Basil’s concern for those in need has touched the hearts of believers ever since. 
Many have been inspired to works of charity by his words: “The bread which you do not 
use is the bread of the hungry; the garment hanging in your wardrobe is the garment of 
him who is naked; the shoes that you do not wear are the shoes of the one who is 
barefoot; the money that you keep locked away is the money of the poor; the acts of 
charity that you do not perform are so many injustices that you commit” (Homily on Lk 
12:13-21). No wonder Basil became one of the first non- martyrs widely venerated as a 
saint. 

 

 



  



 

Sunday Collections 
 

Attendance  Date Collection 
 

     

17  October 30, 2022   
26  November 6, 2022 2,322.00  
26  November 13, 2022 70.00  
19  November 20, 2022   
16  November 27, 2022 240.00  
26  December 4, 2022 20.00  
---  December 11, 2022 ---  
21  December 18, 2022 2,132.00  
24  December 25, 2022 349.00  

 
 
 

Divine Liturgy Intentions: 
For the Living: 

 

Bishop Francois, Fr. Eugene Mitchell, Fr. James Graham, David Mangelsdorf, Brian 
Frank, Maria Barklage, Nookid Graham, Ali de la Vega, Jan Munn, A Special Parish 
Intention, Medical Personnel and First Responders 

 

For the Dead: 
 
 

Announcements 
 

We are live-streaming on our Facebook page at the following days & times: 
Friday 6:00 PM Weekday Vespers 
Saturday - 6:00PM Great Vespers 

Sunday – 9:00AM Orthros & 10:00AM Divine Liturgy 
 

 

The Feast of Theophany is 6 January.  Great Vespers for the feast will be celebrated 
on Thursday the 5th at 7pm and Divine Liturgy on Friday the 6th at 7pm. 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITES AROUND TOWN –Most Holy Trinity parish will be 
hosting a Men’s Holy Hour every Friday morning from 6-7am.  There will also be a 
coffee hour and reflection time afterwards – Men from all parishes are invited to attend 
for whatever portion of the time they are available.  For the Ladies – St. Joseph’s will be 
hosting a Women’s Holy Hour on the first Monday of each month at 7pm. 
 
 



Little Entrance 

 

 

  

Come, let us wor ship- and bow down be fore-

a f k k k k k k f k j k f k k k k k k

Christ. O Son of God, who were cir cum- cized- in the flesh,

a j j k f k j k f k k f k k k j k j

save us who sing to You: Al le- lu- ia.-

a k k k k f k k k f k k k k k k k j z



Resurrectional Troparion 

(Tone  5) 

 

  

The wo men- di sci- ples- of the Lord, ha ving-

a D k k k k f k f k k k j k k

learned from the an gel- the joy ful- an-

a k f k k k ks f ks ks k z ks j f k k

nounce- ment- of the re sur- rec- tion,- and ha ving- re-

a f k k k f k k k k k k j z n k k k k

jec- ted- the an ces- tral- sen tence- proud ly- told the A-

a k k k k k k k k k j f k f k j k k

pos- tles:- Death is de spoi- led- Christ God is ri-

a k k k k k j z n j k k j j k j z f j j

sen,- be stow- ing- to the world great mer cy.-

a jz k k k f k k k k f k k f k k k j



Troparion of the Circumcision 

(Tone  1) 

 

  

O Mer ci- ful- Lord who, be ing- God, as sumed- our hu-

a k j k k j k k k k j z k k k k

man- na ture- with out- un der- go- ing- change,

a k k k k k k k k k k k k k j z n

You ful filled- the Law, by ac cep- ting- to be cir cum- cised-

a k k k k j k k k k k k k k k k k

in the flesh, so as to put an end to pre fig- u- ra- -

a k k j z k k k f k k k k k k k k k k k

tions,- and re move- the veil of our pas sions.-

a j k k j k k k k k k k j z n

Glo ry- to Your good ness- O Word, glo ry- to Your com-

a k k k k k k k k j k k k k k k

pas- sion,- glo ry- to Your in ef- fa- ble- con des- -

a f k k j k k k k k k k k k k k k

cen- sion.-

a k k k k i



Troparion of St. Basil 

(Tone  1) 

 

 

 

  

Your voice has soun ded- all o ver- the earth, that ac cept- -

a k j k k k k k k k k j k k k k k

ed- your prea ching.- You gave a di vine- ex pla- na- -

a k k k k k j z k j k k k k k k

tion- of doc trine,- and made clear the na ture- of

a k k k k j k k k k k k k k k k

crea tures,- and set a rule of life for men. Ho ly- Fa-

a k k k k k z k k k k k k k j k k j

ther- and king ly- priest, in ter- cede- with Christ God

a k k k k k k j j k k k k k k k j z

to grant us great mer cy.-

a k k k k k k k k k i



Kondakion 

(Tone 3) 

 

  

To day- the Lord of all en dures- cir cum- ci- -

a f ks k k k k k k k k j k k k k k k

sion,- cir cum- ci- sing- the sins of men, for

a f j z n k k k k k k k k j z k

He is good and Mer ci- ful,- and He grants to-

a f k k k k k k k k j z n k k k k j z k

day- sal va- tion- to the whole world, while

a f k k k k k k j k k k k k k j z k k

Ba sil- the High Priest of the Cre a- tor,- Christ's

a f k j k k k k k k k k k k j k k

My stic- and shi ning- star re joi- ces- now in Hea-

a f k k k k k k k j z k k k k k k k k k k

ven.-

a f k k k k j k k k k i



 
Prokimenon 

 

Reader:  My mouth shall speak wisdom, prudence shall be the utterance of my heart. 
All:  My mouth shall speak wisdom, prudence shall be the utterance of my heart. 
Reader:  Hear this, all you peoples; hearken, all who dwell in the world. 
All:  My mouth shall speak wisdom, prudence shall be the utterance of my heart. 
Reader:  My mouth shall speak wisdom,  
All:  Prudence shall be the utterance of my heart. 
 
Readings for the Week: 

 

Monday: Hebrews 11:17-31   Mark 6:54-7:8 
Tuesday:  Hebrews 12:25-27; 13:22-25 Mark 7:5-16 
Wednesday:  James 1:1-18    Mark 7:14-23 
Thursday:  James 1:19-27    Mark 7:24-28 
Friday:  James 2:1-13    Mark 8:1-11 
Saturday: Colossians 1:1-6   Matthew 24:34-44 
 
 
 
Jan. 1: Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord; St. Basil the Great 
Jan. 2: Preparation for the Feast of Theophany; Sylvester, Pope of Rome 
Jan. 3: 2nd Day of the Preparation; Holy Prophet Malachy; Holy Martyr Gordios 
Jan. 4: 3rd Day of the Preparation; Synaxis of the 70 Apostles; Holy Father 

Theoctistos, Abbot of the Monastery of Cucume in Sicily 
Jan. 5: Paramony of Theophany; commemoration of the Holy Martyrs Theopemptos 

and Theonas; Venerable Mother Syncletica 
Jan. 6: Theophany of our Lord 
Jan. 7: 2nd Day of Theophany; Synaxis of John the Baptist 
Jan. 8: 3rd Day of Theophany; Venerable Mother Dominica; our Father George the 

Chosebite 

 
  



 
Word Search 

 
S  R  E  H  C  A  E  T  R  H  D  R  R  N  E  J  W 

G  M  N  T  A  F  K  S  H  E  P  H  E  R  D  S  F 

A  L  Z  Y  V  E  D  W  E  N  T  E  L  P  M  E  T 

H  J  F  N  A  Z  A  R  E  T  H  L  T  S  F  D  D 

X  R  E  V  O  S  S  A  P  G  W  G  N  O  R  T  S 

T  M  V  W  U  H  I  C  J  H  R  F  X  N  Q  S  F 

G  Z  Z  S  T  H  G  I  E  E  T  L  Q  G  P  O  W 

U  N  E  E  V  A  M  A  Z  E  D  R  D  Q  X  R  M 

P  J  I  C  I  R  C  U  M  C  I  S  I  O  N  R  P 

J  B  X  Y  M  Z  R  X  E  C  A  R  G  G  G  O  R 

L  C  W  J  F  R  D  A  G  P  U  O  K  B  I  W  A 

G  J  H  C  W  I  O  R  C  N  F  W  W  M  S  I  I 

I  G  Z  M  C  A  R  A  V  A  N  I  M  N  D  N  S 

A  N  G  E  L  J  A  O  H  S  R  S  Q  S  Y  G  I 

Y  Q  D  J  Y  E  Y  H  L  Z  Y  D  M  N  X  J  N 

M  E  L  A  S  U  R  E  J  G  E  O  Z  S  N  L  G 

I  S  G  K  P  M  M  M  X  R  R  M  K  L  V  O  I 
 

 

Amazed  Nazareth 

Angel  Passover  

Caravan  Praising  

Circumcision  Shepherds  

Eight  Sorrowing  

Glorifying  Strong  

Grace  Teachers  

Jerusalem  Temple  

Jesus  Wisdom  

  



 

Parish Information: 
 

Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki, JCD 
Pastor 

abounamike@aol.com 
 

Knights of Columbus 

JFK Council 
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm. 

Even-numbered months at St. Ignatios 

Odd-numbered months here at Most Holy Trinity 
 

4th Degree Assembly 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7pm 

Even-numbered months at Most Holy Trinity 

Odd-numbered months here at St. Ignatios 
 

Publicans Prayer Group 
Postponed until Further Notice 

 

New Parishioners: 
Please register with Fr. Michael. 

 

Mystery of Holy Confession 
Please contact Fr. Michael to set up a convenient time. 

 

Mystery of Christian Initiation 
Expectant parents should notify Fr. Michael prior to the birth of the child. Adult converts should 
contact Fr. Michael so arrangements may be made for any necessary instruction and sacraments. 

 

Mystery of Holy Crowning 
Those planning to marry should notify the Fr. Michael  
at least six months prior to the desired Wedding date.  

 

Mystery of Holy Anointing 
Please notify Fr. Michael when you or a family member is in need of anointing. 

 
To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton, 
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.  

mailto:abounamike@aol.com


 


