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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

   
 

DO DEMONS HAVE POWER? 
 

IN EASTERN ICONS, such as the traditional representation of the Gergasene demoniacs, 

demons are often portrayed as little winged black men. In 

the medieval art of the West the horned, bat-winged and 

fork-tailed red giant was the most popular representation of 

the devil. What is the origin of these images and what do 

they actually represent? 
 

Any representation of a demon in iconography, whether 

Western or Eastern, is an attempt to interpret Scriptural 

teaching. The imagery itself is not found in Scripture but 

strives to graphically depict a Biblical doctrine. Physical 

depictions of non-physical realities, however, are always 

doomed to fail. This is why in our Tradition depicting the 

Father or the Holy Spirit in human form is considered 

inappropriate since they were not incarnate. Icons of Christ, 

on the other hand, are considered so important because they 

point to the truth of His incarnation: that He actually became human to join His nature to ours. 
 

One artistic convention frequently employed in images of demons is the use of wings. This 

device “interprets” the Scriptural image of Satan as a fallen angel. As the Lord Himself said, “I 

saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Lk 10:18). Since “everyone knows” that angels have 

wings, artists assumed that fallen angels have wings too. 



Does Size Matter? 
 

The size of demons in icons or other images is a commentary on the power of Satan as 

understood by the artist and, ultimately by his Church. Medieval artists in the West often 

depicted Satan as larger than other figures in their paintings. They were interpreting Christ’s 

description of Satan as “the ruler of this world” (Jn 12:31) and St Paul’s characterization of 

him as “the god of this age” (2 Cor 4:4). A being of such power was in their eyes larger than 

life. 
 

But Christ had said that, as a result of His passion, “the ruler of this world will be cast out” (Jn 

12:31). Thus, in the Eastern icon of Pascha, Satan is not depicted as a superman but as a 

colorless corpse bound in chains, defeated by the sacrifice of Christ. This image illustrates the 

teaching on Christ’s victory on the cross , “that through death He might destroy him who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil.” (Heb 2:14). This is also why our Great Saturday liturgy 

puts these words in Satan’s mouth: “My power has been swallowed up! … Death’s power has 

lost its strength.” 
 

In Eastern icons Satan and demons are regularly depicted as insignificant pests: tiny black 

creatures futilely attacking man. This illustrates the term for Satan used in all the Gospels, 

Beelzebub (see Mt 12:24, Mk 3:22 and Lk 11:18). This is a satiric parody of the Canaanite title 

for their god meaning “Lord of the princes.” The Jewish parody used in the Gospels, “Lord of 

the flies,” points to the trivial nature of Satan before Christ’s power – little more than a gnat. 
 

Demons in the Scriptures 
 

The Old Testament presents Satan or the devil as “the Accuser” (in Hebrew, ha satan; in Greek, 

ho diabolos) who misleads or slanders people and thus incites them to sin. He is depicted as a 

tempter, a persuader who convinces people to choose other than godly ways to live. When his 

influence spreads among the influential figures in society, an entire culture can be perverted. 

But Satan cannot force anyone to comply with his ways; we can always reject his temptations. 
 

Old Testament-era Jews also came to speak of other diabolical figures in addition to Satan. The 

devil had his minions, angels who fell with him and who sought to drag people down with 

them.  As the New Testament Book of Revelation describes it: “So the great dragon was cast 

out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast 

to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him” (Rev 12:9). 
 

By the first and second centuries BC, belief that there were demons active in Israel had become 

common in popular Judaism. Deliverance from demons was an important part of the ministry of 

Christ in the Gospels and of the apostles in Acts. It is assumed today that many of the people in 

the Gospel accounts believed to have a demon were actually afflicted with some form of 

psychosis. This does not explain the absence of demonic possession in Jewish writings before 

Christ. Could it be that the coming of the Messiah prompted a last-ditch effort of Satan and his 

angels to assert power? 
 

Jesus became quickly known as a healer and exorcist, confronting physical maladies and the 

assault of demons: “Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick 



people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-

possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them” (Mt 4:24). 
 

Jesus sent His disciples out to preach the kingdom of God and gave them authority over 

demons: “He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of 

sickness and all kinds of disease” (Mt 10:1). They continued to exercise this power even after 

Pentecost (see Acts 8:7; 16:16ff.). 
 

The Church has continued to exercise this power over unclean spirits. The second- century 

apologist St Justin the Philosopher told a Jewish acquaintance named Trypho that “now we, 

who believe in our Lord Jesus, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, when we exorcise all 

demons and evil spirits, have them subjected to us” (Dialogue with Trypho, 76.6). 
 

By the third century it was common that people entering the Church through baptism first be 

freed from the power of any unclean spirits. In our Byzantine ritual today, four prayers of 

exorcism are part of the reception of a catechumen, calling on Satan to “Depart, and admit the 

vanity of your power which could not even control the swine.” When blessing water, oil or 

sacred vessels or when consecrating churches, the bishop or priest first prays that the influence 

of unclean spirits be averted from this place or object. 
 

Our sacramental books also include prayers to deliver people from unclean spirits. In many 

places use of these prayers is on the increase as a result of people becoming involved with 

occult practices, thus opening themselves to influence by unclean spirits. A Coptic priest, Fr 

Sama’an Ibrahim, conducts prayers of deliverance weekly in his church carved into the rock of 

Moqattam Mountain, home of Cairo’s garbage collectors. Most of those who fill the 2000-seat 

church seeking deliverance are Muslims, says Father Ibrahim. “Christians rarely get possessed, 

because they are baptized young.” 

 

 

First Exorcism of St. Basil the Great 
 

O God of gods and Lord of lords, Creator of the fiery spirits and Artificer of the invisible 

powers, of all things heavenly and earthly: You whom no man has seen nor is able to see; You 

whom all creation fears and before whom it trembles; You who cast into the darkness of the 

abyss of Tartaros the angels who fell away with him who once was commander of the angelic 

host, who disobeyed You and haughtily refused to serve You: now expel by Your awesome 

name the evil one and his legions loose upon the earth, Lucifer and those with him who fell 

from above. Set him to flight and command him and his demons to depart completely. Let no 

harm come to them who are sealed in Your image and let those who are sealed receive power 

“to tread on serpents and scorpions and all the power of the enemy.” For You do we praise and 

magnify, and with every breath do we glorify Your all-holy name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

 

 



Sunday Collections 
 

Attendance  Date Collection 
 

     

31  7 May 2023 552.00  
  14 May 2023 680.00  
  21 May 2023   

31  28 May 2023 431.00  
23  4 June 2023 363.00  
24  11 June 2023 715.00  
39  18 June 2023 1,502.00  
50  25 June 2023 5,002.00  

 
 

Divine Liturgy Intentions: 
 

For the Living: 
 

Bishop Francois, Fr. John Azar, Fr. James Graham, David Mangelsdorf, Brian Frank, 
Maria Barklage, Nookid Graham, Ali de la Vega, Dn. Kent & Diana Plowman, A Special 
Parish Intention, Mandie, Nick Baiad, Charlie & Kathleen Barnette, Richie Damici, 
Medical Personnel and First Responders 

 

For the Dead: 
 

Greta Madeline Nino 
 

Announcements 
 

We are live-streaming on our Facebook page at the following days & times: 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 8:00AM, The Third Hour 

Friday – 6:00 PM Weekday Vespers 
Saturday – 6:00PM Great Vespers 

Sunday – 9:00AM Orthros & 10:00AM Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 

WE’VE BEGUN PRAYING the 3rd Hour on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8am.  
This is a short prayer service from our version of the Liturgy of the Hours.  It lasts less 
than 20 minutes or so.  Come join us! 
 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITES AROUND TOWN –Most Holy Trinity parish will be 
hosting a Men’s Holy Hour every Friday morning from 6-7am.  There will also be a 
coffee hour and reflection time afterwards – Men from all parishes are invited to attend 
for whatever portion of the time they are available.  For the Ladies – St. Joseph’s will be 
hosting a Women’s Holy Hour on the first Monday of each month at 7pm. 



MELKITE MUSIC 101 
There is nothing like Melkite music. For beginners, the task of learning Byzantine 

chant can be daunting, however. This three-week series will cover some of the basics of 
Melkite music and give participants the tools to continue learning in their own 
communities. Each session will last two hours with a ten-minute break in the middle. 
Participants will be able to practice music, ask questions and learn where to find 
essential materials and resources.  

Each session will run from 6-8pm (CDT) on Thursday July 20, 27 and August 3. 
Abouna Justin will open the Zoom link at 5:30 pm (CDT) so that those who wish to 
virtually ‘attend’ Vespers may do so.  
 

 
July 20…Session 1: Introduction and Definitions, How to learn Melkite Music.   

Divine Liturgy Music,  
Learning the Eight Tones (part 1: Tones 7, 8, 1 and 2) 

 

July 27…Session 2: Learning the Eight Tones (part 2: Tones 3, 4, 5 and 6), Praying 
Vespers 

 

August 3…Session 3: Praying Orthros, Feast Day Music 
 

Those interested should email Abouna Justin at protosouth@stgeorgebham.com with 
“MELKITE MUSIC" in the subject line of the email. He will send out a Zoom link and 
any further details.  
 
Calling all single Catholics! August 25th-27th, 2023 - Join 400+ singles coming from 
all parts of the US (and beyond!) at the 22nd National Conference for Single Catholics 
at St. John’s Resort, in Plymouth, MI OR participate virtually and engage with others 
via the online socials and small group discussions. This is your chance to connect with 
like-minded singles (of all ages). The weekend includes talks by dynamic speakers, 
music, social events, Mass, adoration, fellowship and more. (If joining us in-person, 
use the promo code (PARISH23) when you register to get $50 off! Discount for the 
first 50 sign ups nationwide to use this code.) Visit NationalCatholicSingles.com for 
more information and to register. (Can’t find your question answered on the website? 
Call 512-766-5798.) 
 

https://nationalcatholicsinglesconference.msnd26.com/tracking/lc/6d7fb952-00e7-4f68-ba6a-5502f45588e0/099645ba-383a-45c1-994b-36e9e21c6bdd/d190ee6c-7571-49df-acc6-f4b8cdb368d6/


   

 

 

Resurrectional Troparion 
 

(Tone 4) 
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Prokimenon  
 

Reader:  How great are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have wrought them all. 
All:  How great are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have wrought them all. 
Reader:  Bless the Lord, O my soul! You are very great indeed, O Lord my God! 
All:  How great are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have wrought them all. 
Reader:  How great are your works, O Lord!  
All:  In wisdom you have wrought them all. 
 
 
 
 
 
Readings for the Week: 

 

Monday: Rom 16:17-24   Matt 13:10-23 
Tuesday:  1st Cor 1:1-9   Matt 13:24-30 
Wednesday:  1st Cor 2:9-3:8   Matt 13:31-36 
Thursday:  1st Cor 3:18-22   Matt 13:36-43 
Friday:  1st Cor 4:5,8   Matt 13:44-54 
Saturday: Rom 9:1-5   Matt 9:18-26 
 
 
 
 
Saints of the Week: 
 
July 2: Feast of the Deposition of the Honorable Mantle of Our Lady the Theotokos, 

at Blachernae 
July 3: Holy Martyr Hyacinth & our Holy Father Anatolios, Archbishop of 

Constantinople 
July 4: Holy Father Andrew of Jerusalem, the Hymnographer, Archbishop of Crete 
July 5: Holy Father Athanasios of Athos, Holy Wonderworker Lampados; & the Holy 

Woman Martha, mother of Simeon the Hermit 
July 6: Holy Father Sisoes the Great 
July 7: Holy Fathers Thomas of Mt. Maleum; Acacios of the Ladder; Holy, Great 

Woman Martyr Cyriaca 
July 8: Holy Great-Martyr Procopios 
July 9: Hieromartyr Pancratios, Bishop of Taormina in Sicily 



 
Word Search 

 
B  G  N  I  D  E  E  F  I  J  F  S  F  B  U  S  R 

E  A  U  Q  R  Z  E  V  A  E  L  D  A  T  H  W  O 

F  E  M  U  C  J  R  C  B  Y  L  R  T  S  D  Z  V 

O  S  F  M  R  E  T  A  W  D  E  E  W  Y  P  G  R 

R  B  B  I  R  F  M  Z  K  Z  M  H  D  Z  O  G  P 

E  G  N  I  G  G  E  B  X  E  V  E  C  K  B  E  G 

I  L  F  P  F  I  E  R  C  E  S  N  O  J  G  R  A 

N  D  T  N  E  M  R  O  T  S  S  I  U  D  K  G  T 

N  E  W  C  P  S  Q  F  E  W  C  W  N  P  P  A  C 

W  V  I  S  S  B  J  S  V  T  D  S  T  E  S  S  L 

O  I  Q  G  U  M  S  I  C  M  E  U  R  C  H  E  I 

E  L  H  M  Q  O  E  I  H  W  H  L  Y  N  N  N  F 

N  S  E  H  P  T  R  O  Q  T  S  K  R  A  C  E  F 

I  O  R  O  T  T  K  O  I  F  I  X  E  T  A  S  X 

W  H  D  O  S  M  X  M  A  Q  R  Y  V  S  U  P  W 

S  D  W  I  F  O  E  Z  R  J  E  K  X  I  E  T  C 

D  N  D  D  K  G  M  R  P  C  P  S  E  D  V  D  B 
 

 

Before  Fierce  Swine  

Begging  Gergasenes  Swineherds  

Cliff  Go  Time  

Country  Herd  Tombs  

Devils  Leave  Torment  

Distance  Perished  Town  

District Possessed  Water  

Feeding  Sea    

   



 

Parish Information: 
 

Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki, JCD 
Pastor 

abounamike@aol.com 
 

Knights of Columbus 

JFK Council 
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm 

Most Holy Trinity 
 

4th Degree Assembly 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7pm 

St. Ignatios 
 

Publicans Prayer Group 
Postponed until Further Notice 

 

New Parishioners: 
Please register with Fr. Michael. 

 

Mystery of Holy Confession 
Please contact Fr. Michael to set up a convenient time. 

 

Mystery of Christian Initiation 
Expectant parents should notify Fr. Michael prior to the birth of the child. Adult converts should 
contact Fr. Michael so arrangements may be made for any necessary instruction and sacraments. 

 

Mystery of Holy Crowning 
Those planning to marry should notify the Fr. Michael  
at least six months prior to the desired Wedding date.  

 

Mystery of Holy Anointing 
Please notify Fr. Michael when you or a family member is in need of anointing. 

 
 

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the 
Eparchy of Newton, please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at  
1-800-479-5910.  

mailto:abounamike@aol.com


 


