
St Ignatios of Antioch 
Melkite Greek Catholic Church 

1003 Merry Street 
Augusta, Georgia 30904 

706 364-6219 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday of Meatfare 
February 12, 2023 



Sunday of Meatfare 
 

     
 

The Son of Man Will Come (Matthew 25:31-46) 
 

“I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE; no one comes to the Father, 

except through me” (John 14:6). The incarnate Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

is the only one through whom we have access to God, to live the divine life in this 

world and in the age to come. Many Christians take this to mean that, unless one is 

explicitly a believer in Christ, he cannot be saved. What, then, of those who have 

never heard of Christ? What is to become of them? 
 

The Lord gives us the answer in His parable of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46). 

Here, we are told, that when the Son of Man comes in his glory “all the nations will 

be gathered before Him” (v.32). “The nations” here translates the Greek term ta 

ethnē, which in the Scriptures generally refers to the Gentiles, those who are not 

Jews. Jesus’ hearers would know that those being judged here are the Gentiles, the 

mass of peoples who were not believers in the God of Israel.  
 

The Lord’s teaching about true believers is recorded in Jn 5:24: “Most assuredly, I 

say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting 



life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.” Those 

who have put on Christ and live in communion with God through Him already 

share in the divine life. Those who maintain their union with Christ will continue in 

that life after death. 
 

In Matthew’s parable Jesus is speaking about the judgment of nonbelievers. People 

are separated, some on the right and others on the left. Those on the right are 

described as righteous because they fed, clothed or welcomed Christ; those on the 

left are condemned because they did not. Neither group recognized Him, but those 

on the right simply did to the least what they thought was right. And for this they 

were proclaimed as “blessed of my Father” (v. 34). 
 

In light of this parable the Church’s teaching has been that those who do not know 

Christ yet follow their conscience in doing good to their fellow-man are blessed. As 

the Fathers of Vatican II declared, “For they who without their own fault do not 

know of the Gospel of Christ and His Church, but yet seek God with sincere heart, 

and try, under the influence of grace, to carry out His will in practice, known to 

them through the dictate of conscience, can attain eternal salvation” (Lumen 

gentium #16). 
 

People who seek to close heaven to nonbelievers often quote the risen Jesus’ 

words on sending forth the apostles: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 

every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 

believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16). Those who hear the gospel preached to 

them have the opportunity to accept or reject it. 
 

What about those who have rejected a distorted image of God, perhaps gained 

second-hand from a negative experience in the Church? Are they truly rejecting 

Christ? Today there are many baptized who have lost their faith. Some have even 

requested that their names be removed from the baptismal register, “the Book of 

Life” (Byzantine baptismal rite). Are they condemned?  
 

Whatever their fate on the last day, it is not for us to condemn them! We may 

the reason they lost their faith! The anonymous author of the fifth-century 

Incomplete Commentary on Matthew writes, “Just as someone who is wearing 

splendid clothing avoids every filthy object lest it by chance get dirty, so everyone 

who receives God in his heart and spirit ought to be careful so that he does not 

contaminate God, knowing that if God has been contaminated among us, He will 

remain uncontaminated in His own nature” (Homily 14). The God rejected by 

many is one “contaminated” because of our actions. If anything we should pray for 

those who have rejected Christ as well as for those who have never known Him. 
 



The Parable and Us 
 

If feeding the hungry is so important that it saves people who never knew 

Christ, what can it do for us? Among other things, it can help free us from the grip 

of materialism so prevalent in our consumer society today. We “must” have the 

latest, the fastest, the most attractive – otherwise we have somehow failed. If 

nothing else, feeding others takes us out of ourselves and connects us with others in 

a very basic way. And, according to the Gospel, it joins us to Christ Himself. 
 

The life of Christians who take this parable seriously is very different from 

that of those who are in the thrall of greed. Recently a New Orleans couple was 

thinking of adopting a disabled newborn. They told a local reporter, that the 

“reasons against” column was the longer; the “reasons for” were shorter. But it was 

topped, Royanne said, by the scriptural injunction in Matthew 25: “Whatever you 

did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 
 

Catherine Doherty, the late founder of the Madonna House communities was 

raised in Russia before the Communist takeover. She describes how this parable 

was lived in her home: 

“My father was in the diplomatic service, so he entertained all the 

diplomatic corps at our home in Petrograd one evening. Big deal: tea 

and wonderful trays of cakes, and 250 people. Suddenly the butler 

opened the door and said, ‘Christ at the door, sir.’ Well, the French 

ambassador’s wife dropped her cup; she had never heard anything like 

that. 

“My father and mother excused themselves from the 250 VIPs and 

walked into the next room. There they found a wino at the door. My 

father bowed low to him and opened the door. My mother set the table 

with the best linen and served him herself with my father’s help.” 
 

Catherine herself was about nine at the time and recalls asking, “Mommy, can 

I serve the gentleman?” Her mother replied, No, you were disobedient last week; 

you can’t serve Christ when you are disobedient.” 
 

“Now that’s my background,” Catherine wrote in her autobiography. “That’s 

how we were taught.” 
 

Acting in the spirit of this parable need not be so courageous. In his 57th 

homily on Matthew St John Chrysostom notes that we are not asked for much. 

“Mark how easy are His injunctions. He did not say, ‘I was in prison, and you set 

me free; I was sick, and you raised me up again;’ but, ‘you visited me,’ and, ‘ye 

came unto me.’” Making sandwiches for a homeless shelter or delivering meals to 



an elderly neighbor are not monumental or heroic actions, but they can number us 

among the blessed if done in the spirit of Christ. 
 

Almsgiving along with prayer and fasting in a spirit of repentance are the 

mileposts on our Lenten journey to Pascha. The spirit in which we fulfill them 

shows us how close we are to living the life of Christ in our world... or how far. 
 

 

Knowing the commandments of the Lord, let this be our way of life: let us feed the 

hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome strangers, visit those in 

prison and the sick. Then the Judge of the earth will say even to us: “Come, you 

whom My Father has blessed, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you!”  

From the Midnight Service 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Sunday Collections 
 

Attendance  Date Collection 
 

     

21  December 18, 2022 2,132.00  
24  December 25, 2022 349.00  
20  January 1, 2023 1,277.00  
27  January 8, 2023 340.00  
23  January 15, 2023 6,690.00  
12  January 22, 2023 11.00  
47  January 29, 2023 1,510.50  
30  February 5, 2023 528.00  

 
 

Divine Liturgy Intentions: 
For the Living: 

 

Bishop Francois, Fr. Eugene Mitchell, Fr. James Graham, David Mangelsdorf, Brian 
Frank, Maria Barklage, Nookid Graham, Ali de la Vega, A Special Parish Intention, 
Medical Personnel and First Responders 

 

For the Dead: 
 

Jan Munn, Fr. Imad Daher 
 

Announcements 
 

We are live-streaming on our Facebook page at the following days & times: 
Friday 6:00 PM Weekday Vespers 
Saturday - 6:00PM Great Vespers 

Sunday – 9:00AM Orthros & 10:00AM Divine Liturgy 
 

 

HOUSE BLESSINGS!  With the Feast of Theophany and the blessing of Holy Water 
we now begin the season of blessing homes between now and the start of Great Lent.  
Let Father Michael when you’d like him to come and bless your house. 
 
PRAYER OPPORTUNITES AROUND TOWN –Most Holy Trinity parish will be 
hosting a Men’s Holy Hour every Friday morning from 6-7am.  There will also be a 
coffee hour and reflection time afterwards – Men from all parishes are invited to attend 
for whatever portion of the time they are available.  For the Ladies – St. Joseph’s will be 
hosting a Women’s Holy Hour on the first Monday of each month at 7pm. 
 
 



Resurrectional Troparion 

(Tone  3) 
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Kondakion of Meatfare 
 

(Tone  1) 

 

  

When You shall come down, O God, up on- earth
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a f k k k k k k k k k k k k k k j z



 
Prokimenon 

 

Reader:  My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior. 
All:  My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior. 
Reader:  The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet he has not delivered me 

to death. 
All:  My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior. 
Reader:  My strength and my courage is the Lord,  
All:  And he has been my Savior. 
 
 
Readings for the Week: 

 

Monday: 3rd John 1-13    Luke 19:29-40; 22:7-39 
Tuesday:  Jude 1-10     Luke 22:39-23:1 
Wed:  1st Cor. 1:18-24    Matthew 26:57-75 
Thursday:  Jude 11-25     Luke 23:1-31; 33; 44-56 
Friday:  Ephesians. 5:8-19   John 19:25-37 
Saturday: Romans 14:19-23; 16:25-27  Matthew 6:1-13 
 
 
Saints of the Week: 
 

Feb. 12: Holy Father Meletios, Bishop of Antioch 
Feb. 13: Holy Father Martinian 
Feb. 14: Holy Father Auxentios; Holy Hermit Maron 
Feb. 15: Holy Apostle Onesimos 
Feb. 16: Holy Martyrs Pamphilus and his companions 
Feb. 17: Holy Great Martyr Theodore 
Feb. 18: Holy Leo, Bishop of Rome 
Feb. 19: Holy Apostle Archippus 

 
  



 
Word Search 

 
H  S  H  E  E  P  W  J  R  E  G  N  A  R  T  S  P  N 

P  F  E  W  D  R  I  N  K  K  Q  C  M  S  A  Y  V  E 

K  E  M  T  C  N  C  T  Y  K  C  I  S  L  T  Q  P  A 

Q  J  B  M  A  L  H  T  D  E  K  A  N  S  P  U  T  T 

A  N  K  T  O  R  S  V  U  T  L  Y  E  V  N  P  H  A 

M  N  T  T  O  R  A  F  W  P  W  J  J  I  R  A  G  C 

B  Z  H  N  I  K  Y  P  V  C  A  S  S  I  J  M  I  I 

Z  E  E  H  Z  G  D  E  E  M  V  H  S  F  D  E  R  L 

D  I  T  V  X  L  Q  E  C  S  M  O  B  J  P  R  I  N 

D  M  S  H  P  O  S  I  B  E  N  W  W  S  B  F  W  Z 

H  D  U  D  Y  R  A  C  N  M  P  W  F  V  E  S  U  N 

V  G  J  W  I  Y  Z  T  Z  P  A  N  T  L  L  N  O  W 

Y  I  O  D  R  E  H  P  E  H  S  Y  Z  A  I  O  X  S 

Z  R  S  A  D  U  K  I  N  G  D  O  M  N  V  I  T  I 

S  F  G  I  T  T  N  T  R  C  G  Y  R  G  E  T  S  I 

J  H  V  N  T  S  J  U  M  Z  S  O  K  E  D  A  A  S 

B  Q  H  O  U  E  M  E  V  A  V  P  D  L  Z  N  E  Z 

H  E  K  K  E  H  D  U  K  L  E  F  T  S  M  A  L  T 
 

Angels  Least  Separates  

Clothed  Left  Sheep  

Devil  Life Shepherd  

Drink  Majesty  Sick  

Eat  Naked  Stranger  

Glory  Nations  Thirsty  

Goats  Prison  Throne  

Hungry  Punishment  Visited  

Kingdom  Right    

  



 

Parish Information: 
 

Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki, JCD 
Pastor 

abounamike@aol.com 
 

Knights of Columbus 

JFK Council 
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm. 

Odd-numbered months at St. Ignatios 

Even-numbered months here at Most Holy Trinity 
 

4th Degree Assembly 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7pm 

Odd-numbered months at Most Holy Trinity 

Even-numbered months here at St. Ignatios 
 

Publicans Prayer Group 
Postponed until Further Notice 

 

New Parishioners: 
Please register with Fr. Michael. 

 

Mystery of Holy Confession 
Please contact Fr. Michael to set up a convenient time. 

 

Mystery of Christian Initiation 
Expectant parents should notify Fr. Michael prior to the birth of the child. Adult converts should 
contact Fr. Michael so arrangements may be made for any necessary instruction and sacraments. 

 

Mystery of Holy Crowning 
Those planning to marry should notify the Fr. Michael  
at least six months prior to the desired Wedding date.  

 

Mystery of Holy Anointing 
Please notify Fr. Michael when you or a family member is in need of anointing. 

 
To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton, 
please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.  

mailto:abounamike@aol.com


 


