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Sunday of the Paralytic
April 30, 2023



SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

Consecrated Widows: An Order of Women in the Apostolic Church
(Acts 9:32-42)

ALL THE WIDOWS STOOD AROUND HIM, crying...” (Acts 9:39). The description of the
recently deceased Dorcas or Tabitha does not mention that she was a widow. It does note,
however, that those who mourned her were not her relatives but widows. It is likely, then, that
Dorcas herself was a widow.

As we know from the institution of deacons, care for widows was one of the first functions that
the earliest Christians undertook. It was not long before these women were organized into
formal groups with specific responsibilities in the Church.

St Paul’s First Epistle to Timothy, written 20 to 25 years later, includes a chapter devoted to
overseeing the formal group of widows in the Church at Ephesus. The epistle indicates that this
group should include:

- Widows Who Had No One to Care for Them — “Give proper recognition to those widows
who are really in need. But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of
all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their
parents and grand-parents, for this is pleasing to God. The widow who is really in need and left



all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But
the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. Give the people these
instructions, so that no one may be open to blame. Anyone who does not provide for their
relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever” (verses 3-8).

That families care for their elderly members is a hallmark of most traditional societies. There
are always exceptions, however, due to inability, greed or other circumstances such as
upheavals in societies. In 2012 China enacted a law requiring adult children to visit their parents
regularly, As Chinese traditional society changes into a modern urban nation, the elderly are
often left to their own devices. The new law threatens court action against those who abandon
or neglect their parents.

“If any woman who is a believer has widows in her care, she should continue to help them and
not let the church be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who are
really in need” (verse 16).

- Widows 60 Years of Age and Older — “No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she
Is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband, ... As for younger widows, do not put them on
such a list. For when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to
marry. Thus, they bring judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge.
Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only
do they become idlers, but also busybodies who talk nonsense, saying things they ought not to.
So | counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the
enemy Nno opportunity for slander. Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan”
(verses 9, 11-15).

By the time this epistle was written, widows in Ephesus have a recognized status in the Church.
Like the bishops and deacons, enrolled widows had to show a certain stability of life before
they could be enrolled. They had to be content with their station in life, to be psychologically
free to pledge themselves to the service of God and the Church. This is the same principle
behind the later regulation that married men could be ordained deacons, but once ordained
could not marry.

- Widows Known for Doing Good — “... and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing
up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in trouble
and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds” (verse 10).

Dorecas is described in the Scripture as “always doing good and helping the poor” (Acts 9:36).
We do not know what else she did, but we do know that she made “robes and other clothing”
(Acts 9:36) because the mourners displayed them to Peter. Handiwork was a preferred
occupation for women in the Church for centuries, lay and monastic. In nineteenth-century
Britain a “Dorcas Society” was founded to provide clothing and other necessities to the poor.
Chapters that continued to exist since then diversified to include other forms of community
service.



Widows in Later Centuries

Widows’ institutes continued to be a feature of Church life in the second and third centuries.
We find references to them in the letters of St. Ignatius of Antioch, in The Shepherd of Hermas
and in the works of Clement of Alexandria and Origen.

The late second-century Didascalia or Instructions of the Apostles describes the principles
governing enrolled widows in Antioch. Bishops are enjoined to only enroll widows over 50
who are mild and even-tempered. They were to be at the service of the bishop and have one
particular occupation. Didascalia 15 lays down this precept: “A widow should have no other
care save to be praying for those who give, and for the whole Church.”

In 1899 the Syriac Catholic Patriarch, Mar Ignatius Ephrem Il Rahmani published a fifth-
century Syrian work called The Testament of Our Lord Jesus Christ. In the Syrian Church at the
time widows seem to have served as eldresses. They are charged with instructing other women,
supervising the deaconesses, and visiting sick women, “but in the church let her be

silent” (Testament 40). A prayer for instituting widows is given in which the bishop prays that
the widow be instituted “for edification and good example.” In this prayer the widows are called
“those who sit in front” in recognition of their special status within the Church.

In The Testament’s order for the Oblation (Liturgy), however, the widows are positioned
“within the veil” on the left side of the sanctuary, behind the presbyters. The widows are
directed to receive the Eucharist after the deacons, but before the readers and subdeacons. This
Is the last reference to an order of widows that survives from the early Church. It is assumed
that this order, like those of virgins and deaconesses, was absorbed in the newer institution of
monasticism. Women monastics would exercise many of the same functions as these earlier
women both in their monasteries and in the churches of the people.

Widows Today

Up to our own day widows and other older women continued to contribute their handiwork and
other forms of service to the Church. Many of our churches dating from the nineteenth century
were supported by the older women in the community who baked or cooked various foods
every week to raise money for their church.

More recently the Church has focused on providing senior citizens (men as well as women)
with opportunities to socialize (bingos, trips etc.). Would not some of these seniors find new life
devoting themselves to prayer and/or service? The Church might best serve them by reminding
them of the words of St. Paul: “The widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.”
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Sunday Collections

Attendance Date Collection

25 March 5, 2023 1,600.00
22 March 12, 2023 263.00
26 March 19, 2023 10,000.00
26 March 26, 2023 165.00
33 2 April 2023 1,060.00
40 9 April 2023 580.00
28 16 April 2023 10.00
30 23 April 2023

Syrian Earthquake Relief $ 775.00

Divine Liturgy Intentions:
For the Living:

Bishop Francois, Fr. Eugene Mitchell, Fr. James Graham, David Mangelsdorf, Brian
Frank, Maria Barklage, Nookid Graham, Ali de la Vega, Dn. Kent & Diana Plowman, A
Special Parish Intention, Mandie, Stephanie, Nick Baiad, Medical Personnel and First
Responders

For the Dead:

Announcements

We are live-streaming on our Facebook page at the following days & times:
Friday — 6:00 PM Weekday Vespers
Saturday — 6:00PM Great Vespers
Sunday — 9:00AM Orthros & 10:00AM Divine Liturgy

Vespers for Friday the 28t is cancelled.
Great Vespers for Saturday the 29t is cancelled.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITES AROUND TOWN —Most Holy Trinity parish will be
hosting a Men’s Holy Hour every Friday morning from 6-7am. There will also be a
coffee hour and reflection time afterwards — Men from all parishes are invited to attend
for whatever portion of the time they are available. For the Ladies — St. Joseph’s will be
hosting a Women’s Holy Hour on the first Monday of each month at 7pm.



National Association of Melkite Youth

NAMY Conference 2023
Our Melkite Mission: Becoming Disciples, Making Disciples
Who: Melkite Youth throughout the US, ages 13-18
When: Monday July 10®- Friday July 14%, 2023
Where: St. Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire
Why: Faith, Fellowship, Fun
For more information:

Please contact Fr. Thomas & Pres. Rebekah Moses at namvy(@melkite.org
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Resurrectional Troparion
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Festal Troparion

(Tone 5)
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Kondakion of Pascha
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Hirmos of Pascha

(Tone 1)
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Prokimenon

Reader: Sing praise to Our God, sin praise! Sing praise to our King, sing praise!
All: Sing praise to Our God, sin praise! Sing praise to our King, sing praise!
Reader: All you peoples, clap your hands! Shout to God with cries of gladness!
All: Sing praise to Our God, sin praise! Sing praise to our King, sing praise!
Reader: Sing praise to Our God, sin praise!

All: Sing praise to our King, sing praise!

Readings for the Week:

Monday: Acts 10:1-16 John 6:57-70
Tuesday: Acts 10:21-33 John 7:1-13
Wed: Acts 14:6-17 John 7:14-30
Thursday: Acts 10:34-43 John 8:12-20
Friday: Acts 10:44-11:10 John 8:21-30
Saturday: Acts12:1-11 John 8:31-42
Saints of the Week:

April 30: Holy Apostle James, brother of John the Evangelist

May 1: Holy Prophet Jeremiah

May 2: Transfer of the Remains of St. Athanasios the Great

May 3: Holy Martyrs Timothy and Maura

May 4: Holy Woman Martyr Pelagia of Tarsus

May 5: Holy and Great Martyr Irene

May 6: Commemoration of Job, the Holy and Long-suffering One

May 7: Commemoration of the Apparition of the Cross over Jerusalem during the
reign of Emperor Constantius, son of Constantine the Great
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Cured
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Sabbath



Parish Information:

Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki, JCD
Pastor
abounamike@aol.com

Knights of Columbus

JFK Council

15t Wednesday of the month, 7pm.
Odd-numbered months at St. Ignatios
Even-numbered months here at Most Holy Trinity

4t Degree Assembly
ond Wednesday of the month, 7pm
Odd-numbered months at Most Holy Trinity

Even-numbered months here at St. Ignatios

Publicans Prayer Group
Postponed until Further Notice

New Parishioners:
Please register with Fr. Michael.

Mystery of Holy Confession

Please contact Fr. Michael to set up a convenient time.

Mystery of Christian Initiation
Expectant parents should notify Fr. Michael prior to the birth of the child. Adult converts should
contact Fr. Michael so arrangements may be made for any necessary instruction and sacraments.

Mystery of Holy Crowning
Those planning to marry should notify the Fr. Michael
at least six months prior to the desired Wedding date.

Mystery of Holy Anointing

Please notify Fr. Michael when you or a family member is in need of anointing.

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the
Eparchy of Newton, please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at

1-800-479-5910.
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Flliott Sons Funeral Iomes

Observing Catholic Funeral Rituals and

Traditions for Over One Hundred Years

4255 Columbia Rd. 2524 Lumpkin Rd.
Martinez, GA 30907 Augusta, GA 30906

(706) 868-9637 (706) 793-0123

Se Habla Espariol

Ilo:pltnl

www.HillHighAnimal.com 4120 Wheeler Rd.

Mark Tribby, DYM David Tribby, DYM

MARIAN MEDICAL, LLC l,
VA disability exams Nexus letters and DBQs | .

Thomas J. Seiter, Jr., M.D.
Major, U.S. Army (Retired)

4775 Washington Rd Office (762) 994 - 3529
Evans, GA 30809 Fax (706) 364 - 8283

info@marian-medical.com
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-.Ronda Doucette GiggleBeanBoutique.com

‘(706) 832-7752 FB Gigglebean by Ronda Group

Advertise With Us
Will be in Printed &
Emailed Bulletin
$15.00 Month

Business Card Size
Contact Ronda 706-869-2288

2 AT
¥ ST. IGNATIUS
CHURCH

THOMAS POTEET & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Family Owned and Operated”

214 Davis Rd.
Augusta, Georgia 30907

706.364.8484

www.thomaspoteet.com

George B. Hall, DMD

706-738-0775
"Only brush the teeth
you want to keep"

4

St. Mary on the Hill Catholic School

(706) 733-6193

stmaryssaints.org

1220 Monte Sano Ave.
Augusta, GA 30904



