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Fourth Sunday of Great Lent

A Priest Like Melchizedek (Hebrews 6:13-20)

WHEN THE RISEN CHRIST APPEARED to His disciples He reminded them
“...that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me” (Luke 24:44). When we think of the Old
Testament prophecies we naturally look to figures like Isaiah, Jeremiah and the rest
who are formally labeled as “prophets.” The Lord’s words quoted above indicate
that there are also prophecies in the Law and in the Psalms as well.

In the New Testament there are several psalm verses quoted as referring to the Lord
Jesus as the Messiah. At the beginning of the Epistle to the Hebrews, for example,
Ps 2:7 is cited: “To which of the angels did He [i.e. God] ever say, ‘You are My
Son; today | have begotten You ™ (Heb 1:5).

The first Christians did not invent the idea that Scriptural events and texts applied to
the Messiah. The Jews looked to the coming of the Messiah and saw references to



him in the Scriptures. Early Christians were simply continuing a tradition they had
received from Judaism. The difference, of course, was that the Christians believed
that Jesus was that Messiah and the Scriptures referred to Him.

Messianic Prophecies in the Psalms

In his Letter to Marcellinus, St. Athanasius the Great, the fourth century archbishop
of Alexandria, gave his reader an overview of the psalms understood as referring to
the Messiah. He writes, “If you want to sing Psalms that speak especially about the
Savior you will find something in almost all of them; but 45 and 110 relate
particularly to His Divine Begetting from the Father and His coming in the flesh,
while 22 and 69 foretell the holy cross, the grievous plot He endured and what great
things He suffered for our sakes. The 3 rd and the 109 th also display the snares and
malice of the Jews and how Iscariot betrayed Him; 21, 50 and 72 all set Him forth
as Judge and foretell His Second Coming in the flesh to us; they also show the call
of the Gentiles. The 16 th shows His resurrection from the dead in the flesh; the 24
th and 47 th His ascension into heaven. And in the four Psalms 93, 96, 98 and 99 all
the benefits deriving to us from the Savior’s Passion are set forth together.”

(While St. Athanasius followed the numbering in the Greek Septuagint version
(LXX), the above translation follows the Hebrew numeration rather than the Greek,
since that is the system used in most English versions.)

We often find psalms and individual verses interpreted as messianic in the liturgical
services, particularly on the Great Feasts. Verses of Psalm 2, for example, are
associated with the Feast of Christ’s Nativity and also with Holy Friday: “Why do
the nations rage and the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the earth set
themselves and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His
Anointed” (Ps 2:1,2). At Christmas these verses bring to mind Herod’s plot against
the Infant; on Holy Friday they speak to us of the Sanhedrin denouncing Jesus to
Pilate. A subsequent verse — “He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall
hold them in derision” (Ps 2:4) — recall the ultimate failure of both these plots to
destroy the Lord Jesus.

Messianic foreshadowings in other psalms have made them important parts of our
liturgical celebrations of the mysteries they typify. Psalm 22 (LXX: 21), for
example, is for many Christians a description of the experience of Christ on the
cross. Mt 27:46 indicates that Christ began to recite this psalm as He was dying.
The opening verses of Psalm 68 (LXX: 67) are sung with the refrain “Christ is



risen...” as the solemn proclamation of the resurrection on Pascha. Christ’s
ascension is understandably evoked in Ps 47: 5 (LXX: 46): “God has gone up with
a shout; the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.”

One of the references to Christ in the Psalms is repeatedly quoted in the Epistle to
the Hebrews: “The Lord has sworn and he will not relent: you are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek” (Ps 110:4; LXX: 109). Since this epistle
depicts Christ’s sacrifice in terms of the Yom Kippur ritual in the Jewish temple,
applying a reference to priesthood is not surprising, but who is Melchizedek?

Priest of the Most High

Melchizedek makes his only Scriptural appearance in Genesis 14. There Abram
(later Abraham), then an ally of the king of Sodom, defeats Chedorlaomer, a
warring king. The king of Sodom goes out to greet Abram on his victory. Then we
are told, “Melchizedek, king of Salem brought out bread and wine, and being a
priest of God Most High, he blessed Abram with these words: ‘Blessed be Abram
by God Most High, the creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most
High, who delivered your foes into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a tenth of
everything” (Gen 14:18-20).

Some Jewish commentators identified Melchizedek with Shem, the son of Noah
and descendant of Adam. In one tradition, the Book of Adam and Eve, Shem
officiated at Adam’s funeral when he was fifteen, because he was a priest as Adam
was. Adam’s priesthood was that of every human being: to refer all things back to
their Creator in thanks and praise. To be a priest according to the order of
Melchizedek would be to be a priest according to the order of Adam.

Melchizedek’s priesthood was connected with a line that predates Moses and
Aaron, and links him directly to Adam and God. To be a priest after the manner of
Melchizedek, then, means to be a priest with a heritage that was older than that of
the Jewish temple priesthood descended from Moses’ brother, Aaron. As “a priest
of God Most High” from the earliest ages of mankind, Melchizedek represents a
faith in the One God that predates Judaism and suggests the “natural monotheism”
of ancient man.

Hebrews, reflecting on the picture of Melchizedek in Genesis, describes
Melchizedek as “without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God...” (Heb 7:3). This



image suggests that Melchizedek is not a priest by descent from a priestly line, but
by nature. Melchizedek was considered a fitting type of Christ, the eternal Word of
God, whose priesthood is eternal and brings together Jews and Gentiles without
distinction before the throne of the Father.

Another image in the story of Melchizedek struck a chord for the early Christians.
Melchizedek “brought out bread and wine,” probably as a gesture of hospitality.
When seen in light of Melchizedek’s priesthood, these gifts become a type of the
Eucharistic elements, connected to both the natural priesthood of Adam and the
New Testament priesthood of the New Adam, Christ.
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Sunday Collections

Attendance Date Collection
12 January 22, 2023 11.00
47 January 29, 2023 1,510.50
30 February 5, 2023 1,328.00
25 February 12, 2023 335.00
11 February 19, 2023 530.00
36 February 26, 2023 127.00
25 March 5, 2023 1,600.00
22 March 12, 2023 263.00

Syrian Earthquake Relief $ 775.00

Divine Liturgy Intentions:
For the Living:

Bishop Francois, Fr. Eugene Mitchell, Fr. James Graham, Fr. John Azar, Daniel Offutt,
David Mangelsdorf, Brian Frank, Maria Barklage, Nookid Graham, Ali de la Vega, Dn.
Kent & Diana Plowman, A Special Parish Intention, Medical Personnel and First
Responders

For the Dead:
Fr. Ephrem Handal

Announcements

We are live-streaming on our Facebook page at the following days & times:
Friday 6:00 PM Weekday Vespers
Saturday - 6:00PM Great Vespers
Sunday — 9:00AM Orthros & 10:00AM Divine Liturgy

LENTEN SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK:
Presanctified Liturgy — Wednesday 7pm

The Feast of the Annunciation is this coming Saturday, March 25t. Great Vespers
will be celebrated Friday night, the 24th at 7PM.

PRAYER OPPORTUNITES AROUND TOWN —Most Holy Trinity parish will be
hosting a Men’s Holy Hour every Friday morning from 6-7am. There will also be a
coffee hour and reflection time afterwards — Men from all parishes are invited to attend



for whatever portion of the time they are available. For the Ladies — St. Joseph’s will be
hosting a Women’s Holy Hour on the first Monday of each month at 7pm.

National Association of Melkite Youth

NAMY Conference 2023
Our Melkite Mission: Becoming Disciples, Making Disciples
Who: Melkite Youth throughout the US, ages 13-18
When: Monday July 10®- Friday July 14%, 2023
Where: St. Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire
Why: Faith, Fellowship, Fun
For more information:

Please contact Fr. Thomas & Pres. Rebekah Moses at namy(@melkite.org
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Troparion of the 4t Sunday of Lent
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Kondakion for Great Lent
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Lenten Hirmos
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Prokimenon

Reader: The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will bless his people with
peace.

All: The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will bless his people with peace.

Reader: Give to the Lord, you sons of God, give to the Lord glory and praise.

All: The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will bless his people with peace.

Reader: The Lord will give strength to his people;

All: The Lord will bless his people with peace.

Readings for the Week: (during Great Lent the weekdays are non-liturgical, the following readings are, however,

appointed)
Monday: Romans 12:1-3 Luke 6:31-36
Tuesday: 15t Corinthians 7:24-35 Luke 6:24-31
Wed: Ephesians 4:17-25 Luke 7:36-50
Thursday: Ephesians 4:25-32 Luke 13:1-9
Friday: ond Corinthians 5:10-15 Luke 12:42-48
Saturday: Hebrews 9:24-28 Mark: 8:27-31

Saints of the Week:

Mar. 19: Holy Martyrs Chrysanthus and Daria

Mar. 20: Holy Martyrs of the Monastery of St. Sabas

Mar. 21: Holy Father James, Bishop of Catania, Confessor

Mar. 22: Holy Hieromartyr Basil, priest of the church of Ancyra

Mar. 23: Holy Martyrs Nicon and his 200 pupils

Mar. 24: Preparation for the Annunciation; Artemon Bishop of Seleucia

Mar. 25: Feast of the Annunciation

Mar. 26: Leave-taking of the Annunciation; Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel
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Parish Information:

Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki, JCD
Pastor
abounamike@aol.com

Knights of Columbus

JFK Council

15t Wednesday of the month, 7pm.
Odd-numbered months at St. Ignatios
Even-numbered months here at Most Holy Trinity

4t Degree Assembly
ond Wednesday of the month, 7pm
Odd-numbered months at Most Holy Trinity

Even-numbered months here at St. Ignatios

Publicans Prayer Group
Postponed until Further Notice

New Parishioners:
Please register with Fr. Michael.

Mystery of Holy Confession

Please contact Fr. Michael to set up a convenient time.

Mystery of Christian Initiation
Expectant parents should notify Fr. Michael prior to the birth of the child. Adult converts should
contact Fr. Michael so arrangements may be made for any necessary instruction and sacraments.

Mystery of Holy Crowning
Those planning to marry should notify the Fr. Michael
at least six months prior to the desired Wedding date.

Mystery of Holy Anointing

Please notify Fr. Michael when you or a family member is in need of anointing.

To report sexual abuse by clergy, parish personnel or volunteers of the Eparchy of
Newton, please call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-800-479-5910.
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Flliott Sons Funeral Iomes

Observing Catholic Funeral Rituals and

Traditions for Over One Hundred Years

4255 Columbia Rd. 2524 Lumpkin Rd.
Martinez, GA 30907 Augusta, GA 30906

(706) 868-9637 (706) 793-0123

Se Habla Espariol

Ilo:pltnl

www.HillHighAnimal.com 4120 Wheeler Rd.

Mark Tribby, DYM David Tribby, DYM

MARIAN MEDICAL, LLC l,
VA disability exams Nexus letters and DBQs | .

Thomas J. Seiter, Jr., M.D.
Major, U.S. Army (Retired)

4775 Washington Rd Office (762) 994 - 3529
Evans, GA 30809 Fax (706) 364 - 8283

info@marian-medical.com
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-.Ronda Doucette GiggleBeanBoutique.com

‘(706) 832-7752 FB Gigglebean by Ronda Group

Advertise With Us
Will be in Printed &
Emailed Bulletin
$15.00 Month

Business Card Size
Contact Ronda 706-869-2288

2 AT
¥ ST. IGNATIUS
CHURCH

THOMAS POTEET & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Family Owned and Operated”

214 Davis Rd.
Augusta, Georgia 30907

706.364.8484

www.thomaspoteet.com

George B. Hall, DMD

706-738-0775
"Only brush the teeth
you want to keep"

4

St. Mary on the Hill Catholic School

(706) 733-6193

stmaryssaints.org

1220 Monte Sano Ave.
Augusta, GA 30904



